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For twenty-five years Alison Bechdel’s path-
breaking Dykes to Watch Out For strip has been
collected in award-winning volumes, syndicated
in fifty alternative newspapers, and translated
into many languages. Now, at last, The Essential
Dykes to Watch Out For gathers a “rich, funny,
deep, and impossible to put down” (Publishers
Weekly) selection from all eleven Dykes volumes.
Here too are sixty of the newest strips, never

before published in book form.

Settle into this wittily illustrated soap opera
(Bechdel calls it “half op-ed column and half
endless serialized Victorian novel”) of the lives,
loves, and politics of a cast of characters, most
of them lesbian, living in a midsize American
city that may or may not be Minneapolis.

Bechdel’s brilliantly imagined countercultural
band of friends — academics, social workers,
bookstore clerks — fall in and out of love, nego-
tiate friendships, raise children, switch careers,
and cope with aging parents. The Essential Dykes to
Watch Out For fuses high and low culture — from
foreign policy to domestic routine, postmodern
theory to hot sex — in a serial graphic narrative
“suitable for humanists of all persuasions.”
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APART FROM A CURIOUS FIXATION
WITH THE ICONOGRAPHY OF MASCU- 3
LINITY, THIS SEEMS QUITE TYPICAL. (=

"SPEAKS
HESITANTLY AND
SELDOM. USES
GOOD GRAMMAR
BUT SEEMS TO

| PREFER SILENCE
MOST OF THE

Personal Habits and Attitudes
1. Follows directions
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£ 3. Completion of assignedtasks o o 8 ® 00 0 0
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5. Use of undirected time e 0e(@ 000 o,
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7. Use of constructive crificism ® 00 0606 (@ e o
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THIS 1972 CALEN
IN FACT, T 1§ THE PRrvﬁ:r Zﬁi‘
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AN EARLY : BLURRINESS
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i : I | / DENTISTRY Wou
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PN GUIDANCE i BE A GOOD FIELD FOR YOU.
| AasHeack: 1977 | (88 < YOU HAVE THE GRADES.
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ON A STACK OF D2
BIBLES, THAT WAS | (U <
HER REAL NAME N
CARE:
O PPORTUMITIET (S0
N

y SO I ¥ I WENT OFF TO
COMPROMISED COLLEGE AND PURSUED
MY DeALS. A PRACTICAL, CAREER-
\ ORIENTED CURRICULUM,

Elementary Greek
Philosophy of Art
Deductive Logic

Spring Semester
Private Rdg: Mannerism
Drawing the Figure
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A FIELD OF STUDY THAT ENGAGED BOTH INTELLECT AND INSTINCT IN A FUSION SO HEADY...
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“WHATEVER IS UNNAMED, ...WHATEVER IS BURIED IN THE

UNOFFI- UNDEPICTED IN IMAGES, WHATEVER IS MEMORY BY THE COLLAPSE OF
CIALLY, OMITTED FROM BIOGRAPHY, CENSORED IN MEANING UNDER AN INADEQUATE OR
OF COLLECTIONS OF LETTERS, WHATEVER IS LYING LANGUAGE--THIS WILL BECOME, 4
COURSE, MISNAMED AS SOMETHING ELSE, MADE . NOT MERELY UNSPOKEN, BUT
T WAS > DIFFICULT-TO-COME-BY... UNSPEAKABLE." :
MATJORING .
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...THAT IT WAS NO SURPRISE
I FAILED TO GET INTO ANY OF
THE GRADUATE ART PROGRAMS
I'D APPLIED TO.
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ARMED WITH NOTHING BUT A HAZY

MANDATE TO SPEAK THE UNSPEAKABLE,

T LANDED IN NEW YORK CITY.

NOT ONLY WAS I LIVING WITH
MY GIRLFRIEND’S FAMILY...

THE UNDERGROUND SCENE

SIXTIES, THE RADICAL GAY
TURE OF THE SEVENTIES...

OF THE FIFTIES, THE REVO-
LUTIONARY FERMENT OF THE

AND LESBIAN COUNTERCUL-

EVERYONE SEEMED TO HAVE THINGS
PRETTY MUCH UNDER CONTROL.

DADDY, YOU OWE RS

- ME A NICKEL BAG.
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== (A YEEEE Gl | BUT SOME ABSURD OLD
=3 % e ACTOR SEEMED TO BE
< <t &A),,,Q RUNNING THE COUNTRY.
O S VNS ~ =

BUT AS THE MONTHS
WORE ON, I STAUK;,TED

FOR ALL T KNEW, IT REALLY
WAS MORNING IN AMERICA.




T SAW THAT, IN FACT, THERE WAS PLENTY OF REVOLU-
TIONARY FERMENT STILL AFOOT.

] ...INTO APARALLEL UNIVERSE. [
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THIS UNRULY PAGEANT, THE SHEER VISUAL PLENITUDE OF T ALL, INDUCED A STRANGE YEARNING IN ME.

YES, T WANTED TO BE A PART AND YES, T WANTED TO HAVE SEX =
OF THIS INSURRECTION. WITH EACH AND EVERY ONE OF i
THESE COMPELLING CREATURES. -
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N (C P 6 BUT EVEN MORE COMPELLING WAS A
4 Gus o =g DESIRE TO CAPTURE THEM, SOMEHOW.
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THE WRITERS I WAS DEVOURING SEEMED ABLE  IN MY SPARE TIME, T GAVE
TO ACHIEVE THIS, TO APPREHEND THE RICH,  WRITING A WHIRL.
TRANSFORMATIONAL QUALITY OF LESBIAN
EXPERIENCE AND GET IT DOWN ON THE PAGE.
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l, ONEN AT MY TEMP JOB, I HAD A REVELATION. T HAD DRAWN ONLY

>~ sy \ _ o

DYKeS?!

DULL WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZA-
TION PAMPHLETS.

MEN UP TO THAT
POINT. THE CONVER-
SION WAS CLUNKY .

WHAT IF I STOPPED
DRAWING GUYS AND
STARTED DRAWING

SLOWLY T GREW MORE
ADEPT AT DRAWING LESS MASCU-
LINE WOMEN. BUT THEY WEREN'T
CONVENTIONALLY FEMI-
NINE, EITHER.

AT THE SAME TIME, T CONTINUED
MY LITERARY EXERTIONS.
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ADRIENNE RICH IS
ONE OF MY MOST
PRIZED POSSES-

“Bow 660 Amhent, Massachuseis (11004

'.'{‘t ~ July 23 1982

Dear':Al ison Bechdel.

We're sorry to be returning this, but
. we feel that it’'s the kind of writing

. that may be important for the writer,

15 mot sufficient]y dense or rich
_ﬁto consider publishing 1t. In 2
, it reads as if you and the vari

“or women to whom you've been s

acted are the only people in the '
. And even these people are not |
throygh -- Were you 3able to

THEY WERE RIGHT.
T WASN'T A WRITER
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OR AN ARTIST.
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INTO MY DRAWINGS
OF LESBIANS.

ONE DAY, FOR
SOME REASON, T ADDED
NOT JUST A CAPTION
BUT ATITLE AND A

I HAD NOT ACTUALLY
DRAWN TWENTY-SIX
OTHER DYKES TO
WATCH OUT FOR, BUT
THE FAUX TEXTBOOK
TONE INSPIRED ME. A
CATALOG OF LESBIANS!

I WOULD NAME THE

‘

Dyres T WATEH

AND BY FOLLOWING A METICULOUS
INDUCTIVE METHODOLOGY, T WOULD
DERIVE A UNIVERSAL LESBIAN ESSENCE
FROM THESE PARTICULAR EXAMPLES,

MY FIRST CARTOON
WAS PUBLISHED IN THE
1983 LESBIAN PRIDE ISSUE
OF THE LOCAL FEMINIST
NEWSPAPER.

BUT TO BE HONEST, IT
WAS SO COMFORTING
TO SEE MY QUEER LIFE
REFLECTED BACK AT Mg,
I WOULD HAVE KEPT
DRAWING THESE DYKES
TO WATCH OUT FOR JUST




LET ME TELL YOU, MY FRIENDS. THOSE ‘Tt seems to me that you are searching
WERE BENIGHTED TIMES. DESPITE WHAT MY ' +

for acceptance and have seized on what
seems st this time the easiest solution.

s K} M ; | ..-BEING AN OUT DYKE WAS
n o4 \ [ NOT AN EASY ROW TO HOE.
/ ‘ WE HAD NO “L. WORD." WE
HAD NO LESBIAN DAYTIME TV
HOSTS. WE HAD NO OPENLY
LESBIAN DAUGHTERS OF THE
CREEPY VICE PRESIDENT.

OR SUPERMODEL -LIKE OLYMPIC
PENTATHLETES, OBJECTIVE
FODDER FOR THE MALE GAZE.

T SAW MY CARTOONS AS AN ANTI-
DOTE TO THE PREVAILING IMAGE
OF LESBIANS AS WARPED, SICK,
HUMORLESS, AND UNDESIRABLE.

BY DRAWING THE EVERY-
DAY LIVES OF WOMEN LIKE ME,
T HOPED TO MAKE LESBIANS MORE
VISIBLE NOT JUST TO OURSELVES
BUT TO EVERYONE.

HOW cOULD £ e\
THEY HELP BUT
LOVE US?!

) /
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T MEAN, SERIOUSLYT LESBIANS
| WERE SO AWESOME! FREE THINK~
S ERS! VEGETARIANS! PACIFISTS! AT
I THE FOREFRONT OF EVERY SOCIAL
y JUSTICE MOVEMENT! J._J

COULD ONLY
SEE US...

THEY JUST SEEMED
ESSENTIALLY...WELL...

MORE HIGHLY
EVOLVED! J




T HAD COMMITTED A GRAVE ERROR
IN REASONING, OF COURSE. AS ANY MY TIDY SCHEMA LESBIANS COULD
LOGICIAN WILL TELL YOU, INDUCING WENT ALL TO HELL BE REACTIONARY
THE GENERAL FROM THE PARTICULAR IN THE NINETIES. » PROVOCATEURS. =
DOESN'T REALLY HOLD WATER. S
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ASTONISHINGLY,
THE GREAT POET AND
ESSAYIST ANSWERED

v/
I
—

EXPLODING ESSEN-
TIALISM! EXPLORING

\i\m@/ﬂ/'

OH, PLEASE, MO. YOU'RE SO PROVINCIAL.
CAN'T YOU SEE T'M DISARTICULATING THE
EPISTEMOLOGICAL FOUNDATION OF GEN-
DER THROUGH DEFERRAL AND DECON-
STRUCTION OF FIXED SEXUAL SIGNIFIERS?

s

YOU CAN'T PIN THINGS
DOWN WITHOUT CHANGING
THEM, SOMEHOW.

THE SPACE-TIME TOLD ME THESE WERE THE FIRST LESBIANS THEY
CONTINUUM EVER MET? THAT MY CARTOON CHARACTERS
. Bl WERE--OH, T CAN HARDLY SAY THE WORDS--

N

{24




ONCE
YoU SPEAK THE
UNSPEAKABLE...

HAVE T CHURNED oUT
EPISOPES OF THIS COMIC
STRIP EVERY TWO WEEKS FOR
DECADES MERELY TO PROVE

THAT WE'RE THE SAME AS
EVERYONE ELSE?!

[s5)] |
MAKE YOURSELVES
COMFORTABLE. CLEARLY,
I NEED TO RETHINK o Ot
&) THIS THING. e
ol Z\IP
I_,_: = FJ

DISCONCERT-










"CELIBATE"?/ YOU MAKE IT L OKAY 71 ADMIT
SOUND LKE IT WAS A IT. BUT IT'S SO HARD

77 o0 T crgminry | | Bodbed Wil 232
S MO. IDES, | HAVE. S
JUST HASN'T ARISEN. _HIGH 5TA -

N

//

PARDS 7
e } |

WHAT ABOUT THE WOMAN IN

YEAH. RIGHT. SO ' SHE WASN'T INTeUECTUAL |
WHAT WAS WRONG | [ENOUGH. BESIDES ,sm; YOUR KARATE CLASS You ENOUGH. BESlgES, SHE
WITH THE CUTE WAS ALREADY INYOLYED, WERE. SO HOT FOR 7 4l IDOESN'T SLEEP WiITH OTHER
ACCOUNTANT P . R -~ , FARATE STUD
d B n R ll | ) e/ [ d \61 " iy OleCy Y
1y il > h ‘ y
o)y,

1
=

=) 7

20 | R
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‘\v".” o”‘, "\
RIGHT..WHAT ABOUT NAOMI
l”" ” .HMH'MQK FROM THE. FOOD CO-OF ®

"ARE YOU CRAZY P |'M WAY T00 CRUSHED

OUT/ | CANTEVEN ASK HER WHERE THE.

55)-- MbRK.S *
’/

THAT KIND oF THING NEVER
B l 0 i [}

V f

GHUR 1s WITHOUT HYPERVENTILATING 7

.,,‘,-!' OUT WiTH

il 272772 2T
1 | KNOW, | KNOW. MAKINGY

wouLb i
JUST BE INDULGING
YOUR BASE., LOWER K
MNTRE, RIGHT P J

f"

l\. 'l." UCKY
*{ Doy’ BELIEVE IN " LOWER

)

v IN
HAVE. ANY FUN/
- | -,

NAT(RE/ Z

S MO A HOPELESSLY ROMANTIC
IDEALKT, TRAPPED [N-THE HARD-
NOSED, FAsT- PACELD WHIRLWIND

OF MODERN LESBIAN UFE ™
R 15 SHE Te5T A DRAG P STAY TooNED/

A B



RESOURCEFUL \WOMAN, SHE. DOES NOT GIVE.
N TO DESPAIR, BUT KEEPS HERSELF BUSY.

AT LEAST ITSs WINTER.
| CAN KEEPTHISHAT ON 4 |
TiLL MY BHAAIR GROWS

YNGR

3 7
A ! ;)
IFB7 Py NLISUN BECHDEL 5 0 b ) /

0's LIFE HAS TAKEN ATURN

FOR THE WORSE.. STILL WITHOUT
ALDVER, SHE HAS ALSO LOST
HER JOB™ AND BECOME. THE

LCTIM oF A REGRETTABIE. HAIRYTE @1

COUT WHe NOMAIL ARRIVES,, HE TORNSTO HER FAITHFUL M0, RELAXY YOURE- | OF COURSE. M GETTING
EXCEPT FOR“/‘\’ mrtf‘\noﬂ LEFIER ENDLOIS FoR SUMDRT: | GETTING ALLWORKED UP. ]  WORKED Ut/ | MANXI0US

" LEALAMSRASALALS oY T

FROM A FROMINGNT. LESEIAN-FEMINIST /T o | ANVTENSE. BCCAUSE |
LITERARY JoUR g NAL, N [ (o o0 Prcosi! Howh ) HAVEN'T HAD
OUR HEROINE'S RESILIENT LET ALONE A Al

GIRLFREND,
NATURE. 15 WiTH THIS HAIRCUT 2/ T
— LOOK LIKE. A TRANSSEXUAI.

l M GONNA SUE THAT BAR- | | MO, YOUR HAIR WILL GROW
BERS MALPRACTICE T MEN- | L BACK IN A FEW WEEKS/
TAL CRUELTY! [RREPARABLE | WRPrmemr T 7

PSYCHOLOGIAL DAMAGE/ 4 fir:)”

Y4
TO SAY. WHAT Am |
GONNA DoTILLTHENT
LO, WHAT'S WE?

it
e &iw ("

= =2 P

OH,TIMEN‘SDWST GREAT wl ;ZEU KNOW, | [MQLIFE IS ACY#HLEN og ATS REAL PROFOUND, Lor?= THANKS A /{.or ! HAg\Jé
DONT UNDERSTAND How PEOPLE CAN | UPS AND DOWNS. THING TO GOWAICH OPRAH WINFREY Now. AT LeasT

LIE AROUND MAKMNG LOVE. WHEN \ WILL GET BETTER/ HAS SOME UNDERSTANDING OFTHE wo&bzmﬂsﬂoﬂ.
THERE'S S0 MUCH MISERY AND

DESOLATION IN THE WORLD/

[LL HER FRIENDSHIP WITH
D SURVINE MO's HARD TIMES?
IS LiFE A CYCLE OF UPS AND
1 DOWNS,..OR DOES MO JUST
HAVE BAD KARMA? AND THE-
CRUCIAL QUESTION: /S SHE
ADRAG, ok WHAT P/




/NE NIGHT A CLASS...

DONT You SEE THE JIRONY oF YouR
SITUATION, MO YoU MIGHT BE MISERARLE
NOT HAVING A JOR....

v Al

/BUT WHAT'S TRAT COMPARED WITH THE MISERY )
OF HAVING ONC? WHY DON'T YoU COME OVER

LD TON| YOoU WOULD.
\Y

£
» MO...SINCE YOUR
OYMENT, WHY OoN'T You JUST TAKE Y
OUT -T0 DO SOMETHING YOU REALLY i
ENJOy YOUR FREEDOM/ 4o

.0

e's KINDA ANKIOV
LETs TRY AND CHEERHER UP/

[ VOURE RIGHT! Gopoess | [\ MAKES ME FEEL KIND oF | (BUT oUT THERT INTHEREAL) (THEY RE MAKING SECRET)
KNOWS How mucH SCHIZOPHRENIC ... HERE WC §{ WORLD THEYRE BOMBING || WEAPONS DEALS TO
LONGER (T LAST! DOESN'T j| ARE, GOING ABOUT OUR ABORTION CUNICS...HOWING || {LLEGALLY FUND SO-CALLED
THE INCREASING CON- LITTLE COUNTER: CULTURE JBlf NAZ] anp KKK RALLIES.. FREEDOM FIGHTERS *
SERVATISM. N THIS | TRYING “TO QUARANTINE. §| AND CALLING IT “THE

LIWVES, RIGHT 7
. : ! PEOPLE WHO MIGHT LORD’S WORK "7/

COUNTRY WORRY YoU'?
—— HAVE AIDS/ AR e

St (D
GREAT? CIPLED, I
\ in Wgﬁ'g (T$ HIGH TIME

) & DEPRESSED! | SHE GOT HERSELF
A GIRLFRIEND/

/ AND ALL JM WORRIED
ABOUT 15 GETTING AJOB
151?5 I CAN HELP PERPETUATE.




HAS | REMEMBER WHEN CLARICE. AND | CAME ouT
%o <GS T - || ToceeR 1y cousce- MEVERE 22
TO RE- p) ’

K HER TO DISMANTLING THE PATRIARCHY /

\ CLARICE STILL IS ... BUT SOMEWHERE

ALONG THE LINE, FIGHTING... 1

..’

AARICE, | JUsT WAM&}'w y M REALLY GETTING [NTO |
How MUCH | RE. Yo, PATIENTLY | | MY CLASS LATELY/!

PLAY ING THE BOYS' GAMES BY TiE X
Fo)é'nuzs, WORKING FOR CHANGE LISTEN. . |F | WenT | WHAT P
C .. WLy GANING | |INTO L b5

| CouD MAKE$70,000 ==
MY ARST YEAR OUT

OF SCHOOL...

SHAKE- THINGS UP!
. THE. ’

D "'R’, p >y I‘1A orets 74
-:ft’iz ,Q,;,mﬁuﬂ!!f.' 1":&

@ Lddad ™ g
s %
’

o DI
AUIAKIE ™ =B

(UH...3UST0 PAY | (WELL, 1 DUNNO.-. \ (CARKE OLD COMRADE! / PRV o)
Lohe ’ . [ ! Y..PRVATE scioos

EIAGCEryng R'msw N S WHAT ARE. YoU SAYNG?AJ | DIDN'T THINK | FOR THEKIDS, ..
AFTER A YEAR IT CouLD HAPPEN/J] QUIET EVENINGS

((GODDESS KNOWS, US Women of | [ YOU, OF ALL i WITHTON], PORING
COLER HAVE A HARD ENOUGH

PEOPLE ! MY, [} OVER OUR STOCK
TIME (N THIS COUNTRY...WHY | (LAST HOPE.! PORTFOLIO. ..
SHOUIN'T | ENJOY T SR
FRUITS OF MY LABORSPGET A
MICROWAVE, A VOLVO_STATION
\ =¥ /(GONn. o)

YOULL GO WORK
FOR LE@AL AID,

G I T4 4%
oy Tt‘%ﬁ;gwfﬁ

TN M\ &2

ICE/ SNAP OUT OF IT/

CLARICE THE UNSWERVING/ )
VS, WHERE ARE “LHEO}\SlE

THE ORIGINAL RADICAL LESBIAN
FEMINIST TERRORIST / WHAT

WIMPS LIKe MEIF EVEN :
YOU HAVE KNUCKLED UNDER®Y) A

q %

BRI

e
N ’-’!!!lm:nb---.) il e

[ =g 4




V1's Mo AGAN’ AND IFE PLODS ON FOR OUR /w\o«ou HEROINE. ‘?HE NEXT MORNING FINDS MO AT HER
SHE'S  HAV:? (b 5 ~ 4 om% LESBO HANGO%JT,CAFE

. HER EYES DARK NITH DEﬂRE MONlQUE Yo A'LMOS-FA \S"\KE M7 MSTSEXUAL
/ :f,, ENCOUNTER, ANPSTILLNO SI6N OF MSRIGHT...
| WHISPERED URSULA HOARSELY, USING HER Frec K i

HAND TD FUMBLE WITH THE ZIPPERS OF 220 / ) !
MONIQUE 7
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MY PENTUP ERDTIC 9\1935% |s DRVING ME THEWAYTHEy U’UGH THE A‘/THEIRJENJS BT
CRAZY.. |'M ATTRACTED EVER)’ D)’KEJ -

THEYREALL 0.

l‘.b.“ o
/ r-y 7’"” i

| STILL DINT SEE. WHY WE HAVE T § WILL YO SToP PRESSURING You ?
GO TO ATHERAPIST --A COMPLETE P IS T TOO MUCH To

--TD DISCUsS ou»? L ASK THAT WE- MAKE
PRIVATE PROBLEMS/, LovE

BECAE WERE NoT GETING ANY
WHERE. ON 0UR OWN/! WHEN w»s
THE [AST TIME M}é MADE LOVE?I

HERE COMES A HAPPY COUPLE....
LOOKS LIKE. 'm J'UST ROLLED

WERE PRoB-
ABLyM(BE NG Au MIGHT LONG,

W1

u---ﬂﬁmhhq

i il ind 1 LY

HERE'S YER PANCAKES! B CAN | PLEASE
AN/THING ELSE? LiCk THe MAPLE
g SYRUP FRom YouR

’\”,' 7 ,‘":' h"h. FINGERS?

o "“‘*""

m.mz-rma?mﬂ
IDOENJO)'IT’ {THIS POINT IM
E l;éLL il GRATEFUL FOR

(LL YoU PLEAS
NG T TS

O l“n’ ;,//,/)i///#//i//dlm




JUST GREAT you

[ GUESS 0.1

w BLAH, BLAH...WHINE ...
No GIRLFRIEND ... NO SEX..

s - Lo
1 xe\\\\\ﬁ

THATS NICE. WELL, |
HAVE To GO READ THE
PERSONALs Now! THANKS
FOR LISTENING, CLARICE !
St sy . % l“/

| kNow, MO. BUT IT5 ]
1 1SPRING ! THINGS WiLL
STACT HAPENING AGAINY

KNOW, | DON'T THINK
I'VE EVER BEEN
p \ SO RAPPY I IN FACT,..

M.SO How ARe
it You AwToNI ?
Lt bt Yo

T3 GReAT TO SEE YpU.,
CIARICE! ITs BEEN
MONTHS! S9, ARE You &

et
(L

\‘\Q\\ )

X

ING YOU DECIDED THAT MONOGAMY WAS TOD
NEAR , AN 50 /o) TRANSCENDED 17.

RN AU

RomANTIc STRIFE/

|

VALIDATE oU

| WAS AFRAID MAYBE SINCE THIS MOV

(s ) )
WHY IS IT S0 UNCOOL™ WE DoN‘T GET ANY

CREDIT, TONI/ \WHEN | RUN INTO SOMEONE
| HAVEN'T SEEN IN A WHILE, IT'S AlWAYS
S0, ARE YoU TWO STILTOGETHER P’ LIKE
THEY EXPECT US TO BREAK UP/

LA
Lo @

¢,

) PLES GET] J LET's OPEN
AND NO c%NE WANTS _ RESPECT WHEN THEY MARRY. | | YEA JOINT |
TO HG\RI A&o% #gw YoU Know WHAT 1 meAn? 1 MAYBE WE NEEDTO MakE some | | CHECKING NT! |
YU, THEy e Oty | | DON'T EXPECT ANyTHING FRon . | | [KInD OF Simscui CAFFIRMATION
[NeResTeD. 1N | | STRAGHT WORLD, BuT YounThink | | || 5 0% o

AT IEAST OTHER PYIKES Woup | /| JuOnE ANOTHER !

R RELATIONSHIPS




=] INNING...
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S Prs sorrsars season AGAIN,

AND MD'S HAVING A TOUCH OF
WELTSCHMERZ (N THE LAST

)
YOU'D NEVER SUSPECT
THAT SOMEWHERE POLI -
TiCAL PRISONERS ARE
BEING TORTURED, PEOPLE
ARE STARVING ,
CHBMIALS ARE
SPILLING , MISSILES
ARE PILING UP...
NOPE! HERE IN THE
HEART OF THE BEAST,
EVERYTHING 's JusT

[ SOUTH AFRICA, CENTRAL AMER-
ICA, AND THE MIDDLE EAST ARE
AL FAR AWAY. WE CAN
WAT(H THEM SAFELY ON THE
NEWS EVERY NIGHT..
= >

(AND WHEN SOMETHING GETS TDO |
CLOSE 70 HONE, THE NETWORKS
FIND WAYS T0 KEEP IT PALAT)

(LIKE CALLING OLIVER NORTH AnD His HENCH-
MEN ' KEY PLAYERS’ |N THE-IRAN:CONTRA DEAL
NSTEAD oF SOMETHING LESS POSIWVE LIKE

\ AND UNINFORMATIVE ...

HYPERMILITARY @3 FapqX! ¥
i WARMONGERS .” :

=
a

—
KEY PLAYERS"! HMPH? MAKES
EM SOUND LIKE GODPAMN
FOOTPALL HEROES! LiES!
CORRUPTION ! HYPOCRISY/?

TFROM A NAT/ON THAT EQUATES TRUTH ANd BEAUTY
WITH HALLMARK CARDS P A NATION oF MINDLESS
CONSUMERS GOBBLING UP NATURAL RESOURLES
AND LEAVING ALL THIS SHIT BEHIND!

(h;b PEOPLE SWALLOWIT! WEU, WHAT Do | EXPECT )

(Fow CAN WE STAND |
HERE PUYING SOFTBALL?
IMEAN, WHATS THE
POINT ?/?

(W5 anmy LosiNe 7@

r )

{ M&N, THEJ G{B,OBAL ¢ L‘iﬁldégﬁ

6 CHANGING BEGAUSE E

Fucgso UPTHE ENVIRONMENT,
S0 Bap!

GMME, IT HAS
ITS MOMENTS.




ASS|STANT FOR THE
230 LGOTTA GET Y : RS

" (__CAND BEFORE THAT ?
OFFICE ASSISTANT AT THE
ABORTION RIGHTS ACTION
COUNCIL.

’THANKS, W& { NO PROBLEM, Mp o(.bNPAL! OFAY. Lsfa ggx% N youD\

LOISS My I'M 600D ATTHIS KIND 0

RUNS OUT I\ A COUPLE WEEKS OF THING / CMREADER D moﬁ)mgq
DE NEWS,

=S

— ZA

i
|

= B

HM... THIS ISN'T SOUNDING \ (\NELL, | HAVE GOOD EDITING | GOT EXPERIENCE DOING
TOO PROMISING.. HOw ABOUT| | SKILLS FROM My TWOYEARS | | COUNSELING WHEN | VOL-
DELIVERY- PERSON FORTE \_VOLUNTEER WoRK ? ON THE STAFF OF THE
COMMON WOMON (THATS WiTH |

AND | HAVE PACILITATING AND
ORGANIZING SKILLS FROM
PLANNING DEMONSTRATIONS
WITH THE CLARA LEMLICH
MEMORIAL AFFINITY GRoUP
AND GRAFFIT! GUERRILLAS!
A4S et

MO, MO, MO... HAVEN'T
YOU DONE ANYTHING LESS,

I MEAN, WHO'S GONNA HIRE You
WITH A RESUME LIKE THIS? CMON
MO, THINK/ YoU MUST HAVE DoNE
SOME, WORK WHICH HAD LITTLE
OCRNO ScALYY REDEEMING
. /ALVE 7

B (By THE. WAY, WE NEED ANOTHER |
by, oI CASHIER ATTHE WOMENS BOOKSTORE.
35 AN HOUR, No BENEFITS. WHY ‘

WELL JEEZ, Lois!
I'M NOT TRYING
To GET AJOB WITH

MOBILE! GET ANDTHER Low-
PAYING J0B IN SOME
THE STATE 71 | [DEALISTIC, GOODY-TWO-SHOES
DEPARI'MENT! ALTERNATIVE ORGANIZATION?
Ny 7= SEE If | CARE !

N 77 q L.
G W\ ST

DINT YoU (OOME BY DURING MY
SHIFT TOMORRDW AND APPLY ?




" MY SUPPLE. YOUNG BoDY IS SLowLy 1 MO, YOURE
WASTING AWAY FROM LACK oF USE, I, || TRYING T0O
0 HEAR CUARICES WHAT AM | GONNA DPO? ) ' |HARD/ PEOPLE
WHETHER MO | NEED A LOVE INTEREST/ PICK THAT UP
HAS BEEN HIREP | || 0T SARES
A5 A CASHIER X | B ||
% Mﬁ}é‘mﬁ ! e m,.mHH{H M.
OOR ATTENTION D o AT
ANOTHER OF
HER MANY L )
PROBLE-MS,’ lo d { =T
WHY? (M A NICE CATCH! SHY Y (es, Yoo oud. 75 A A
BUT PRSSIONATE, POLITICALLY (! NAR.. THAT HAS NOTHING To Do Wi ZFSWITY. 'IITH5£ MORMé
P IN SELF-DEFENSE’) || IT. WOMEN WILL RUN AWAY FROM THE / DESPERATE 88>
" WPl | | VOST SOCIALLY CONSCIOVS, MosT EMO- WOULDN'T? || | THE MORE SMpergs
L=, - TIONALLY TOGETHER, MOST HOT-LOOKING WHERE

RN
I‘.|g|f4wlf,l,‘ /

-x}li,

o

i

e

ey AT P A v /40

| WHAT ARE YOU-TALKING ABOUT, CLARICE?
| REMEMBER OUR SOPHOMORE. YEAR IN COLLEGE P WE

'] WERE SO DESPERATE. foR EACH OTHER WE FLUNKED

N EVERYTHING EXCEPT OUR WOMEN'S STUPIES CLASS !

OH, MO.. THAT WAS

ALLNEW D US THEN. YoU'RC MoRE LXPERIENCED
Now. AND YOURE NOT GAING T FIND A LOVER
ONTIL You GET O THE POINT WHERE YoU
REALLY AREN'T LOOKING FOR ONE.

DIFFERENT. IT WAS

BUT | NEEDTD HAVE SEX ! SOON/ |
IMTIRED OF CREATIVE MASTURBATION! |

D

UL gzl
> &

Y, _/!,_“/ 7 ‘
N ‘Rx N\ ; AP
o 4 :‘E;?._"W

A
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= \
TIRED oF IT! I'LL | HAVE ToO.
BET YoU HAVEN'T YouToD Mg
TRIED IT WITH THAT ONE
JELLO YET? MONTHS AGO. ||| AND
e
=,
A
o
—~ ’\_

f“ ! 'ef/{’:} -

Mo, Listen. | kNow YOURE-
HAVING A ROUGH TIME, BUT
(TS HARD BENG SUPPORTIVE.

ING WHEN ALL
0 15 W

J

“5 MO GOING TOOFAR®P 5 SHE.
STARTING To REPEL HER FR»:MD&s
C?I LY_ELLE? POTENTIAL LOVERS?

SHE GET HER ACT TOGETHER P
BEAR WITH HER A LITTLE LONGER,
)

AND MAYBE You'll FIND OUT/
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YEAH ?MNE ToO! |

BUT DoN'T You THINK
N

; o CONSERVATIVE?

<[ WHAT A GREAT DAY FoR A ==\ [ Hey, Mo/ HAPry GAY PRIDE!|( HEY,
A_MARCH! LOOK., THERESMO/. 'gy ] WANT youTo MEET || CLARICE,
; ——— Tha g\ My FRIEND HARRIET TONI/
\Y = | |[FROM-THE CENTRAL | |H/ HARRIET,
* | |AMERIGAN TASK FORCE!
S 2. B
% A4 ) ;
i —
11 dl :
A | I
DON'T You SEE THE INFLUENGE F REAGAN | |LOOK AT THIS MARCH! WE VE STOPPED
AD AIDS ? THIS (ONTRY 15 IN POLITICAL. | ISAYING “WERE QUEER AD HAPPY THAT

AND GAYPRIDE. {5 GONG ALONG,

KOS UH-OH . HeRE !

AIMERNE

i

'q"\"

RELIGION! PRTRIOTISM FINANCIAL SECURITY ! DoESN'T ANYONE
REALIZE 7/ WE Re (ONSPIRING N OUR OWN OPPRESSION/ WHERE
HAS OUR 0L SPIRIT

WAY, S0 You'D BETTR GET USED To (7.
TV, = T 7 =3 V

AND OVTRAGEOUSNESS GONE P/

T

MO, THERE'S PLENTY OF SPIRIT AND OUTRAGEQUSNESS N2V
HERE/ WIL You LIGHTEN UP ANDTAKE A LOOK ARGV
YoU GET SO WORKED UP, You ONLY SEE THE THING.S

THAT SUPPCRT YoUR DEPRESSING ThEORIES! /T

73
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(& " 17
AW 10K\ -
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WANDER OFF INTOTHE v 15 SHE += [ You GET |5

CROWD ANDSTOP =, ALWAYS \=| USED |S

RUINING THE MARCH v LIKE '2(TDIT. /=

FRWUGLYS! =\ THS? /=) [=

— WX —y

)

S

—
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REJOINED THE
RANKS OF THE
GAINFULLY
EMPLOYED.
015 saturDAy
AFTERNOON AND
SHE'S JUsT
FINISHING HER
FIRST WEEK
OF CASHIERING

\.

T30 5 IN A PARTICUARLY GOOD

CNIGHT, TEZANNA/

LONG LAST, | ONE BUMPER STICKER, ONE SMALL CRYSTAL,
SEE YOu MONDAY/

OUR HEROINE HAS || ONE COPY ON OUR BACKS, ONE PACKA
(EN.-.'IHAT'LL BE $12./

PHREW/ QUITTIN

7
| 7| IS,
7 \/

Ty

N

‘ -/
BEGINS HER GROOMING RITUAL
REAT ANTICIPATION.

MOOD BECAUSE. TONIGHT Is THE FIRST
BIG SOCIAL EVENT IN WEEKS.. THE
BENEF|T DANCE FOR THE LESBIAN
HEALTH COLLECTIVE.!

OH, | WANNA DANCE

3 witn SoME - BODY «.. %7
WANNA FECL TR HEAT
WiTH  SOMEGDDY !

ISN'T" 1T EXCITING. GIRLS?
A HOT SATURDAY NIGHT IN |{f <"
JULY... ANYTHING (0ULD HAFPENS,

)
g

* 2 Pu

B ‘.

Ve 74 7ok
Y :
AN/

NP

(S
(N

A LITTLE. STYLING GEL FOR ) AND NOw.. WHATTO WEAR? £

THAT WINDBLOWN LOOK ! J SHORTST NAH..TOD PLAYFUL ...
JEANST CANTGO WRO.
JEANS.. gz 1)

@lNALLV, SHE'S DRESSED..

(A DISCREET EARRING... AND A
DROP OF SANDALWOOD oo
ACCENTUATE MY AURA OF
MYSTIQUE. ! ISV Z2eS

¥

NOPE... 5
EDJS STWLSETTIN' UP.
AT'LL BE 7 BUCKS!




a;l&muxxuy,mmcs BEIN To PIck UP. Mo
NCES ON THE FIRST FAMILIAR FACE SHE SEES.

W SISTERS..ARE Do (T FOR THEMSELVES! f
a2 iR

JusT BE (0L PRETEND

E]A\/ING You LIKE. BEING THE FIRST
ARRIVED ONE TD ARRIVE AT

AT THE.
BIG DANCE.
UNFASHIONABLY

EARLY,

OUR { &)
HEROINE 15 | LS gk W
ENDEAVORING &= /4

[©1987 By ALISON BECHDEL |
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' DDENLY NERVOUS, MO FINDS ! !

Yo in e T vear, W e sty oviie L SR T 17 REVER.
e o I Q] TO MVAKE LIGHT, FRIEODXY CHIT: GHAT? HEARD S0 MANY REVERSALS IN my LIFE!

il PRIDEMARCH! ji ' AeoUT , /RE PRTRIOTS ICIAC BACED NERLEVARES

' i ' L gt il ARE FREEDOM-FIGHTERS!

|

0 WANT  \IAT CHOD NEED=
e sk n 1%&1 wowl (60T (77

L

s e

= WHOA! LISTEN, MO. YOURE REALLY
PLE ARE

PEO SWALLOWING OLIVER | CUTE WHEN YOU START RAVING
NORTH’S LIES AND PROPAGANDA ! WITH INDIGNATION, BUT IF YoU
SUCH PELUSIONS AND DOVBLETALK! | KEEP TAKING TAE & O'CLOCK NEWS

PERSONALLY., YOURE. GONNA
GIVE YOURSELF AN ULCER?

R

Pl REFUSE TO PAY YOUR TAXES! DON'T SIT

AROUND WHINING!

S ;
N . \

T2
RO ey DNCE A Few Sonos, THEN 60 (JNTHE BUS HOME, OUR HEROINE
j| THEIR SEPARATE WAYS ... BUT BEFORE 15 STRANGELY ELATED ...

ENICKT |5 oUT, THEY e AGAN . Y A ZZN W
g SN \
| WAS REALLY INTeresTED N YEAH.I'D LIKE { f «u)\%\)?‘,\wlﬁ
(N OUR CNVERSATION [l THAT A LoT/ N
EARUIER...UH..MaYBE. [l GIVE ME A  { //0 |
WE CouLD ColtmuE 1T [l CALL .. HERE'S », ’/ ’
SOMETIME ? ‘ . I

MY NUMBER.




OKAY, BUT HURRY UP
I'VE GOT 1D DRop

@ ETS D-OlN CLARICE& j CAN YOU DRNE METO q”‘ A
“TONI AS THEY SPEND SOME,. B M SCROOL™ | HAVE. SoMe l“'. A
[

LAST-MINUTE. WORK  [#% 3 THE “TRUCK OFF WITH
i TO Do BEFORE 1{ THE MECHANIC ON
MYTORTS EXAM. /gt | M/ WAY 10 woR#"\).T

AL LTHE MUFFLER'S SH

a2 i
XX o

THME

TOGETHER/
(©1987 BY ALISON BECHDEL

CAN | BorRow SOME UNDERWEAR?)  Damwiy [T
) NO MILK

il HAVE You PAID
THE PHONE BILL?

WELL, LET’S CELEBRATE
TONIGHT, THEN.

| CAN'T. THE WOMEN OF
HCOLOR ANTI-VIOLENCE PRO-
\JTECT 1S MEETING AT 8.

‘e

KARATE CLASS ANYWAY,
AND MO WANTS TD HAVE

DINNER WITH ME. How ABouT
TOMORROW NIGHT P

WE FORGOT OUR ANNIVERSARY
Senet,){ \AGAIN? MONDAY \Wias oUR FIFTH!

| HAVC THERAPY PEINISHING. | (N THE PROCESs \| | THOUGHT! THE ALARM
BANIGHT. 2 =|( OF FINISHING. DON'T you CLOCK MUST BE SLow
: ? LISTEN TO ME_ANYMORE ?__A | AGAIN! | DoN'T HANE

WE HAVEN'T HAD TIME FoR You OFF.
A CONVERSATION IN WEEKS?

S

WITH THERAPY
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HoUsE To
WELCOME
HER BACK
FROMTHE

MICHIGAN
W s

|

ﬂf"ﬁ
S\

1 (1T wASWILD, Mo! T POURED RAIN
THE_wWHOLE FIVE DAYS? |
H REAT

Ul Ty
U
H _‘:‘ o
D~ i !
"!\.

318

,HAD

T WAS 50 PRMAL/ CSPECIALLY
THe MUDWRESTLING? | FELT

SO CLOSE TO THE EARTH!

RESTLING! YOU KNOW.., PLAYING )
AND SLIDING N THE MUD WITH A o

BUNCH of NAKED ETT
= o

i

AP
R

=== %

Uiy [

5\
N

R
kb

15l

= RV =

LoIs, ARE YoU
KING THIS UP?

;'gHE NExT MORNING LueNT | B
0RKSHOP o~ PARTHENO-
GENESIS WITHGEMSTONES’) WHER,

| [ MET AMETHYST WHAT A FAS- £

THAT'S WHERE | MET KATHLEEN/
SHE ALMOST GOT ME N A
Loek, BUT | WAS Too St

L1 b

A 1~
NO, SHE CAME. T0 MINE.
Y'kNOwW, | THINK
SHE FOUND MY
A G- SPoT’/

WE RACED TO THE SHOWERS, THEN
WENT To HER TENT AND HAD
PASSIONATE SEX As IT STARTED

L?v?':z.——-

MEET” HAVENT YOU
HEARD? THERE s AN

EPIDEMIC GOING ON/|

ARE A LOW-RISK GROUP! I'M
NGT GONNA GET AIDS FRoM
SLEEPING ARQGUND WITH
OTHER WQMEN/

N1 74
W i Al
()

=T B

LOIS! BEING A DYKE DOESN'T MEAN YoU
CAN'T GET AIDST HOw Do You KNow WHO

ANEMONE oR ARTEMIS
OR WHATEVER THE HELL

H
?/
43" rof FAVING 4
SEX 177
~ HEATS
N
EPISOBE!

/




i STOP HAV’NG SEX 7/
WHAT'S WITH you, M0?
I} HAVE You BEcome. A

LOIS, THE REASON LESBIANS
e ARE LOWRISK |5 BECAUSE, N
GENERAL WE DONT HAVE A LOT

i OF (ASUAL SEX. BUT YOV SEEM
i BENT ON SINGLE- HANDEDLY
REVERSING THAT TRAIT’

SINCE

ﬂl 4 TN l V&

THATS BUIJ-SHlT’ .SINCE WHEN HAVE YOU
BECOME. AN EXPERT ON THE RATE OF
CASUAL SEX lg THE LESBIA .
COMMUI\]IT"/, ISTER CELIBATE"’

0I5's HOUSEMATE GINGER STEPS INTO THE. FRAY ...

///// ///////{ ({m

XY OOH! LowW BLOW, LOIS! BUT You ARE. WRONG,
SN\ MO, SLEEPING AROUND [SN'T WHAT CAUSES
AIDS .. IT'S A VIRVS.

;", % "
W’"
W,( }“n" .

PART OF THE REASON DYKES ARE Low-
RisK 1S BEGAUSE (T5 JusT HARDER
TO TRANSMIT DISEASES SEXUALLY
BEN&'M TWO WOMEN THAN WHEN
THERE S

BEING ARSORBED.

HARDER, | SAID. NOT IMROSSIBLE.. REMEMBER THE
TIME You CAUGHT THE YEAST INFECTION FRom
THAT WOMAN VISITING FOR.THE WITCHCRAF T
CO‘JFERENCE, AND THEN YOU GA\/E T T
iR ANGELA? '

Q_ o=

AN

// 3" /
[ i‘ﬁb
N '!

\(’
(
+

HUH! | F
AROUT THAT., EEZ.
MAYBE | SHOULD'VE
TALKED ABoUT THIS STUFF
WITH AMARYLLIS « ER, ..
YST .. BF_FORE. WE
PT’TOGEH-IER

| GUESS WE ALl !
GOTTA START TALKING

WELL, LOOK oN

N YEAH,GREAT. | HAVE

A HARD ENOUGH TIME I THE BRIGHT SIDE,
ASKING foR A DATE (|l MO. [T GIVES You
G TR [ BT
O O
EXUAL HI STORY. ) >~
A} J»




— ~ TR " — _J
. @; BALLIS IN LR il hac)
( ' R

OUR HEROINE'S 2
COURT! IT's BEN } , e Y
SEVERAL WEEKS ke r SN

SINCE THE DANCE ' T

PHONE. NUMBER...
BUT MO IS
STl
DELIRERATING
OVER
WHETHER TO

MO, WHAT |F RONALD
| REAGAN DECIDES {T's
{ TIME TO PUSH THE
BUTTON AND WE'RE
ALL REDUCED TO |

HL, .. UH..HARRIET ?
THIS 1S MO ... [ TALKED
1 [TOYou AT THE DANCE

OR SOMETHING P WHAT [F |
SHE'S EXPECTING A CALL. |

FROM SOMEONE ELSE SUBATOMIC R
SHE GAVE HERNUMBER TO® [ | PARTICLES PEFORE
u fPPTRFIETEERA V), DINNER'S READY P

Ny 23S

= \3\\\

7

N
,.,'/"“\

/
%! ['M GLAD You (WHATS UP?P UH.. | DUNNO. ACTUALLY, ATTHE MOMENT [lll [ YEAH? WELL... GOSH, UH..
LLED! [ JUST THOUGHT |'D CALL || I'M KIND OF FRUSTRATED. | [i

D’ WHATS UP ? 13T THOUHT | D CAL Y"‘”"\‘ﬁ’( n?%g U RIDE
% How You wenr...."Ho ; :

ARE. YOU?!

HAD THIS RIDE LINED UP FOR
THe MARCH oN WASHINGTON ||
AND [T JUST FELL THROUGH.

SURE 1T JUST ME,CLARICE, To»ﬂ
AND Lois IN Lois’s oLb VW BUG/
NTY OF ROOM! ... OKAY!... SO
'LL CAU You WITH THE DETAILS [N
A COUPLE DAYS..NOTAT ALL? NiCE
TALKIN BYE!

(ADATE ® WELL, | MEAN, ALL 1 DID WS |
OFFER HER A RIPE.. | HOPE SHE DOESN'T
THINK 1'M JUST LOOKING fOR A DATE /

[ MEAN, DIDJA THINK | WAS TOO
HEAVYHANDED » DID | SOUND LIKE
| JUST WANTED To SLEEP WITH HER?

1
ROAEAL IT'S GONNA BE

A LONG WAY




MOTHER IF |

N
WASHMNGTON,
OUR STALWART
BAND OF
TRAVELERS
PAUSES BRIEFLY
IN THe
HEARTLAND
OF

UGH! THIS (HIL| [ et .
roure | erime do | [ | HATE. USING THE. BATHROOMS IN THESE.
\ TO THE. e — 2l [ PLACES.THIS 5-YEAR OLD JUST ASKED HER
aecion, | A Sk
| : =l \

'MIIILLhi.im“i.'mii(ﬁﬂllﬂl’ﬂ"im‘“ﬁf:i(g YEAH. THINK OF YOURSELF AS A
17507 You SHOOK UP A | WALKING EXPERIENCE.
LITTLE KID'S ASSUMPTIONS] YoU SHOULD TRY BEING THE FIRST
(T WAS GOOD FOR HER! 4 BLAKK ONE OF THESE
CorN: EVER SEEN/

71

]
VPR

5[ . 28
(2.5 '

[
U

DON'T Look Now/, BUT THERE ARE TWo
C(OWBOYS HEADED STRAIGHT FOR Us/

i

FROM {OWA? You HAVE A GOOD 00 Boy! WhAs MYJIT TALK ABOUT CROWDED CONDITIONS!
} RIPNow, AMDEWOYTHEMH A - y ASSUMPTIONS ... l
Al =D _ AT

i 91+ J—A AN\ 2 )
«"/m WELL 50 ARE WE! ALLTHE WAY @ UR HEROINE |5 THANKFUL FOR THE
}

PPN

I i

S
: S, A5
.‘{ b R T

St -
. P g\l k!
4 ' ¥

{/

20

J J - e /1_’ - -w;iﬂf i~

= R ;.
LS gl 1
... 57 o AL \m:!f i A




ACK FROM THE MARCH ONWASHINGTON, Mo IS APOLO-
1ZING TO HER B0ss ATMADWIMMIN FOR MISSING WORK.

FOR. ONEWEEKEND \WE HAD A GLMPSE
OF REALFREEDOM. (T WAS LIKE

WELL, WE MANAGED TO
SCRAPE. BY WITHOUT

i GOD, IT WAS INCREPIBLE, JEZ!
i HALF-A-MILLION OF Us! WE

youmo, AFTER A, 1T I} TURNED THAT CREEPY, IMPERiAL- | \QUEER ATALL ANYMORE ... y"KNOWD
FR A GOOD CABSE. LAN 1ST CAPITAL (NTO A WHOLE - = :
> ] Y DIFFERENT

BEING 1007, QUEER ANDPROUD OF
{T, BUT AT THE SANE'TIME. NoT BEING

HOME LAST
BERAD

= NICHT. SomE
Les ITCHES WE

ow

@(\‘\\Mp
e a

DURING THE MARCH THAT WE | DOUBT THE SAME |  STEPS OF THE
REALLY HAD NO CHOICE ... T & HARRIET WHQSE
WAS JUST A NECESSARY PHONE NUMBER
= THING To Do . @e== YOoU'VE BEEN
e N = FONDLING R
WEEKS.., SO,
g Yo GoT

ARRestep P | I f

&
i

“I WAS KISSING HARRIET WHEN THE.

A RS PULED US APARTT”

/1)
3 h‘

S 7
S hh,
£ o A
A u", A XY
“.. ‘?'-

WAS SO. SUH Y
;r\r nzwion.unoNMY L
» GESTURE! g

sy GESTURE
7

{ HEY,LOIS! YEAH, | GOT |

(JeZANNA, YOU WOULDN'T HAVE RECOGNIZED OR)
WTIGHT LITTLE MO’ WERE ALL READY TO

LEAVE AFTER TTHE MARCH, BUT SHE DECIDES
TO STAY ON FORTHE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE’ NO

UPREME
KISS-IN_ WITH ALL THESE W

WELL, HARRIET AND | REALIZEDT HARRIET, EH? NO |  YEAH... WE 6OT THROUGH THE POLICE BARRICADE ON-THS

S CORT AND HAD'A §YMBOLIC

ILVOMEN.

TS (

(1T°5 JusT WonDERFULTO HAVE SUCH AN
EMPOWERED EMPLOYEE, MO. NOW You
CAN START MAKING SOME REVOLU-
TIONARY GESTURES WITH THIS.




R

ARE You FEELING =
WAL RIGHT, MO 2

L_ol387 by ALIfON DECHDEL

LY NOINTEREST I (
DISCUSSIoN ABOUT U.S. TO THE

S YRUNCHING AT CAFETOPAZ, 70 HAS SHOWN
ABsoL

LARICE ANDTONI’

UH.. SO, TELL ME EVERYTHING
{ﬁu KNow ABOUT HARRIET. |5 SHE

TH SOMEONE.?

(M0, FER GODDESS’ SAKE? You
> DRI ALY AR5
N
THE COUNTRY WITH HER ...
SURELY You GOT BEYOND
SMALL

2 %%uz\ L?Tﬁ%gz JER
= /UILAABu:! %

~,

B WELL..\T DOESNT SEEM LIKE
I SHE HAS ANY PRIMARY - TyPE. §
4 PERSON... SHE MENTIONED AN |

ON ADRTE

DATE ... WHAT IF | MAKE
FOOL of myscLr?/t

I MEAN, WHAT IF [ ASK HER g
BUTSHE. &

I lgfbu/ IF /ﬁg INSTINCTY
o)

ARE STILL WORKING *
[E9 <

Y0U NEED SOME

OKAY, MO. AS A RULE, | DON'T LIKE PASSING

ALONG THIS KIND OF [NFORMATION, BUT | SEE
ENCOURAGEMENT. THE OTHER
DAY HARRIET REMARKED TO ME THAT You HAVE, £
AH... | BELIEVE HER PHRASE WAS, ACVTE BUTT [

= = 15/%__./’,";;;\ i

ABLE TOTELL IF
5 INTERESTED OR NOT/

=

B3 13 &
A &
. ‘5.'1 RS
) S~
J, v A
RINsTNGTs, Mo\ BlaTeR AT Day. .
\ TRUST YoUR
- CUTE ? CUTE =
LiKE_KiTENS /2 3
AND BABIES 7 /77" —————
re_Like
NICE?..
OR CUTE
HoE 517 <
| WONDER :
dies ne 2 %
ME ¢!
S

SionE

Tw
19

A B

“I\




@ARRIE’T. STILL IN PROFESSIONAL DRAG
FROM HER J©B, DROPS BY MADWIMMIN
Books AFTER WoRk ONE. SNOWY £VENING.

WHAT A PRAG IF | CAME.
OVER HERE fOR NOTHING ...

g

I'M LOOKING For A Copy

UM, B HUH. JEEZ, | NEVER HEARD
OF “THe WHEAT- FREE GUIDE

72—~
e

I

F
4

7

N

s, / ?
ﬂlll““"’f,"‘ﬁk\\\%

o\

RN ARR

R ARR

VN ANNALS
UV
A ST

¥ HARRIET! HI/
L WHAT'S HAMENING P

=

PHEW’ You HAD ME GOING

| OF THAT ONE .. WONDER |F [ DUNNO. | MADE IT THERE FOR A MINUTE! USUALLY
TO CREATIVE VI5UALIZATION (TS IN SPIRITUALITY OR UP. | REALLY JUST I'VE AT LEAST HEARD OF
R, COOKING...WHO's IT BY ? (AME BY TOSEE YOU. f& A TITLE, EVEN IF WE DON'T
: E—t STOCK IT.... WHA- AT 7/ ‘
=\ TN W % —=MW =)~
e = - Q/\( ) - o .y pl -'.
ALCE ‘ T 0F ey —— ¥ 1 .
! "T,% (= I =, IED,
ALl =
NN PRGN N L ;

@OMENTARIL‘/ STUNNED, OUR HEROINE QUICKLY

REGAINGS HER CoMPOSURE. L= =
p -_ H UHn. ‘ MEAN} UM'
I SAID, | JUSTGAME § We'LL BE CLOSING N A FEW
BY TO SEE YOU. A MINUTES.. ARE YOU HUNGRY ?
- WE COULD, UM... HAVE DINNER P4 P

BROWSE.
AROUND TiLL
'OURE READY.

JEZANNA! THATS HER/ THATs HARRIET/
SHE CAME BY To SEE ME !

H. SHES DRESSED W AW, THOSE ARE JUST HER
LIKE THAT FOR e CLOTHES. SHE IN-
DINNER WITH You P

NG ouT TD DINNER?

SO, WHAT DO YOU FEEL UIKE?
ETHIOPIANT MEX|CAN P

(AT

"l

PG R ¥ N

4

Wi




SR
@ H AMBIENCE 1S NOT EXACTLY INTIMATE. ...
INING AT | &I SWEAR EVERY DYKE =2~ ~d] YEAH, JEEZ...
QAFETOPAL I'\/E EVER KNOWN [ ; r\//\r—:'roo. Hi
MO 3 HARRIET | [B1S HERE TONIGHT. | g ' NAOMI, GINGER
APPEAR OHAVE | B sz 7
FINALLY GOTTEN L) &G
IT TOGETHER. ST
BUT IS IT ADATE, FoO L
ORI1S IT JUST
A FRIENDLY
DINNERTONLY
MORE TIME
22) WILLTELL... | | PR E7TNA LNA e

B -
hrz T ‘
2N
ONETHELESS, THEY MANAGE TO

> SWAP COMING-OUT STORIES ... —— m"m‘

g | THINK | FIRST REALLY KNEW WHEN ¥

LFELL (N LOVE WITH JULIE ANDREWS
i (N THE SOUND OF MUS[C. | WAS
2= FOUR AT THE TIME.,., £

FA
@HE‘/ DECIDE To HAVE DESSERT @ W, BVENTUALLY,
AT A PLACE_DOWNTHE BLOCK [ | ———

@fﬁ"' SUPDENLY A STRANGE VOICE HORRIFYING SILENCE ENSUES.
EAKS THROUGH MO'S Bovr 15 1T AN HOUR , 0R MgRELY

WAS ABOUT T> Bl
Commit HARA-KIRI 25
WITH MY TEASPOON! =

== ZQ* G “‘\‘




~ @Ffen DECLARING )

' @ARRIET HAS
J

THEIR MUTUAL-

ATTRACTION, OUR
HEROINES RETURA)
TOGETHER TO MO'S
APARTMENT UNDER
THE PRETENSE OF
WARMING HARRETS

FEET.

A

e
5 \ \
% ’

N
" \\\\

<

==\

UST REFUSED
MORE TEA.

A\
a\

(TLTT :
@1\\\\&\u\5 1%
[\ g~ ]

Y1 o

\

v
- -

i

i

u'".‘—,.‘q.':'v
BY i

GOING ON HERE,..BUT [N THE EVENT THAT YoU AND 1,
SOME POINT, SAY, MAYBE GOT SEXVAL ... HYPOTHET(CALLY SPEAKING,
OF COURSE ... AH... | THINK WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT WHERE WE'VE.
BEEN AND ALL, CONSIDERING AIDS AND EVERYTHING ... Y KNOW

puely * ;
q&@'ﬂg T "

UH.. LISTEN, HARRIET.. | HATE -TD MAKE ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT WHAT 'S
Y KNoW... AT

N
SOON

OIEIEEE

X

7

o

S
QN NN

NN

AR

HUH. THAT WAS REALLY
BRAVE OF YoU.. | DIDN'T
KNow EXACTLY How TO

BRING IT UP...

OKAY. SO, I'VE NEVER SLEPT WITHA | /A ONE- NIGHT STAND P

MAN... NEVER DONE. I.V. DRUGS, ..

NEVER HAD A BLOOD TRANSFUSION,

...BUT 1 DID ONCE HAVE A.. UH...
FLING WITH A WOMAN WHOSE

W BUT (18! | Dod'T
i KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT

8 HER/ TECHNICALLY, THAT

HIGH RISK’

?THAT'S NOT-TRUE!
YOURE SUH AN

IS RELATIVELY
LOwW RISK...

A CHEAP, TAWDRY
ENCOUNTER T You?
MO, M SHOCKED! 4

g

ol

s

L e
LISTEN..

EVEN SUPPOSING You IKNOW
WHO ALL YOUR LOVERS OTHER

N PARINERS HAVE. BLEN, HOW

DO You KNOW WHO THEYVE
‘i'SHLePT WITH? OR WHO

EVEN KNOWING
PEOPLE’S HISTORIES DOESN'T
N GUARANTEE. ANYTHING ...

Y Wi

YEAH.. JEEZ, V' KNOW,

IF You THINK ABOUT IT,
THERE'S NOTHING To Do
BUT CRAWL INTO A
GIANT ZIP- Lock BAGGIE.
ANP RETIE TO A (ONVEN

3, 7 ]
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gy )

ER THOUGHTS RUN ON IN THIS
MANNER TILL NEARLY DAWN..,

| WONDER IF SHE WANTS TO
HAVE CHILDREN,, SHE SEEMED
TO LIKE THE CATS.. | THINK
MY MOTHER WoUuLD LIKE HER..

@m{ ZEN-LIKE PATIENCE,OUR
HEROINE PERSEVERES INTO
THE NIGHT AS HER ARM, |F
NOTHING ELSE, DOZES OFF.

) \Jecz, THAT waS NICE..
AVING DECIDED, 1 GUESS | DIDNT FORGET
UPON FURTHER Dis- AU ..
CUSSION, THAT S AFER- SEX
PRECAUTIONS WERE NOT
NECESSARY, MO ANP
HARRIET PROCEEDED
TO INDULGE IV A WIPE
RANGE OF AMOROUS
EXPLORATIONS.
SHORTLY AFTERWARDS,
E FIND MO
PO 5ERIM6 HER NEW

HOwW CAN SHE SLEEP? | CAN

NEVER SLEEP |N A STRANGE

BED.., OR WITH A STRANGE PERSON

FOR. THAT MATTER ... PARTIC-

§( ULARLY WHEN THEY'RE LYING
. ARM

. SO NOW WHAT? IS THIS TUST A
CASUAL THING FOR HER? MAYBL
SHE DOES THIS ALL THE TIME...
MAYBE SHE'S INCAPABLE OF
COMMITMENT, OR WORSE YET,
NoN-MONOGAMOUS ON PRINCIPLE!

« OR MAYBE SHE THINKS THIS MEANS

WE'RE MARRIED! WHAT IF SHE

STARTS CRITICIZING MY TABLE

AND ASKING ME WHAT !'M THINKING

ABOUT/ | DON'T THINK |'M READY
FOR THIS... s -

JI 1l

27
A ',

1k

HUH? wAS | ASLEEP ?

7 ASLEEP?/1 wAs
BEGINNING TO THINK You

////////:“Wﬂl‘ﬂ'n

» ":':'-? TS L
LT 011G
774 / /

T,

You FEEL ]
S0 NICET [ - I

= @UST How STRONG IS OUR HEROINES
MORAL FIBER ANYWAY P STAY TUNED!




CAN'T You
LOIS AND HAE
HER OPEN U?F

EXPECTED TO
OPEN THE DOORS
oF MADWIMMIN
BOOKS ToTHE
PUBLIC N TEN
MINUTES, MO
15 UNABLE
To WRENCH
HERSELF
FROM

\©1988 BY ALISON BECHDEL

"NO, NoT LOIS 7 |
SHE SAW Us LAST E

=== SO KNOWING LOIS,
NI(TLL BE ALL_OVER
TOWN BY NOON. |'LL
“1CALL ARIADNE.SHE
OWES ME A FAVOR.

HI, GINGER. ITS ARIADNE. | HAFTA CANCEL

OUR BRUNCH DATE. I'M WORKING FoR MO
THIS MORNING. NO, | DUNNO... SHE JUST SAID
‘SOMETHING CAME UP .’

=

=

HONEY ! | PICKED LP
SOME HOT NEWS AT

2 2HE THE CO-OP?
. i == 7
: (A ;\'/; ,'/
P - 4 |
'("4("‘ b ‘::\,/ ‘.
AR SN
] &
Tt v o
24l =
-
ll $o Sue MmE /

NIGHT oURT

NOON, JUST AS LOIS DROPS [N/

HI, NAOMI F SAY , GUESS WHO DIDN T SHOW
UP FOR WORK THIS MORNING AFTER WE
SAW HER AT THE TOPAZ WITH HARRIET

MAIDEN MO FINALLY GOT LAIDS

. AND ARRIVES AT THE BOOKSTORE BY

LAST NIGHT... METHINKS THE CHASTE

GREAT, Lo!5. GREAT. M
REALLY IMPRESSED. |

i YEAH, | KNOW

v HEL-LO, MO/ You Look FLUSHED.
TA WORK OUT THIS MORNING OR SOME-

e TS

THINK THIS COMMWNITY
JUST SET THE LAND
SPEED RECORD Fo}}




IF YoU SPEND ALL YOUR TIME DOING
THERAPY INSTEAD OF LIVING, HOW
DO You HAVE ANYTHING LEFT TO

&

1=

1 Arkrer

s
{:&«!;:a.xﬂ

— - v

27 LAl ’ A
el P R -
o] - -
' ép ———

7 = "“4 X

DON'TSWLRTRIP ME, LOIS.

YoURe NOT THE ONLY ONE RAPY Is A SELF:
TRYING TO SAVE THE WORLD. MDULGENT, CLASSIST,
BUT iF YoU WANTTD DO SOME- INDIYIDUAL SOLUTION!

TH{NW RADI;AL,THEN =TF7 -
Y 5
e Y
":_ ©
LY )

1 DON'‘T NEED TD PAY
A SHRINK TO GET

EMPOWERED ! AND

BESIDES, |'M PER-

FECTLY HEALTHY

UH- HUH, RIGHT. THAT'S
WHY You SLEEP WITH
EVERY WOMAN You MEET.

FACE IT, LOIS » YOURE BEING A THERAPY

A SEX ADDICT !

M'L‘\

LOOK, DON'T GET DOWN ONME
JUST BECAUSE YOU CHOOSE
To TRUDGE THROUGH UIFE

| | CLINGING TO SELF- DESTRUCTIVE.
7| \ PATTERNS ANDAVOIDING REALITY?] RAPE CRiSIS HOTLINE AND INTER:

I'M AVOIDING REALITY P/ YOURK. )
THEONE WHO SFEENDS SIX HOURS
A WEEK NAVEL- GAZING !
1M OUT THERE STAFFING THE

ACTING \)ITH THE COMMUNITY?

—— A

EXPECT TO HEAR FROM

SOMEDONE WHOS NEVER EVEN
TRIED IT. PSYCHOTHERAPY IS
ATooL FOR ACHIEVING REAL

THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT roﬂ

(.. S0 WE CAN OVERCOME )

THE REPRESSION IMPOSED

ON US BY THE PATRIARCRHY .

YoV (ANT GET MUCH MORE
IONARY

DIscyssioN WHEN RIFLICT? GO PROCESS
1 | WE'RE BOTH MORE R (T WITH YOUR GROUP?
JUNKIE 7 RATIONAL. !'M H AND DON'T EXPECT ME

G

CONTINUE THIS

A LITTLE HONEST CON-

TO SAVE YOU ANY

P ——




- i CLARICE P

e
p——" \
= = (U
= =
= L _
= 30

1988 BY ALISON BECHDE L

RELAX. | WA$ JUST TESTING.
LISTEN, THOUGH. |'VE BEEN WELL, YEAH, METOO.

BiE WEVE BEEN SAYING THAT FOR YEARS
=) NOW. I’ THIRTY, CLAR|CE . EVERY

THINKING A LOT ABoUT SOME DAY WE WILL. DAY MORE OF My OVARIAN FOLLICLES ARE E
THIS LATELY. | WANT To == === § =\ DYING OFF/ IF"WE'RE GONNA DO IT,
HAVE A BARY. ——atS ,f/’ S == /T HAs To BE SOON
£ — \ 27— "::{7,?7:7 D) <
4 3 OJ .I/ y g
/7Y 2 @

THATS PARTOF THE
IDEA. | LOVE You

VERY MUCH, CLARICE!
I THINK WE. HAVE A
LOTTO OFFER AKID!

BUT WHERE wWoubd WE
PUT A BABY? WHAT
{F WE WANTED TD
TRAVEL ? WHAT IF

TO GO TO AMOVIE ?
UR, LIVES WOULD
EVER BETHE SAME!,

78 )

&EZ.TON!.’ I'MSTILLIN
SCHOOL! WE DON'T HAVE
ANY MONEY ... OR ANY
SPERM, FOR THAT
MATTER.... WE CAN'T
RUSH INTO ANYTHING!
O W

§ | MILLIONAIRES TO HAVE A
% | BABY, EITHER/? YoulL BE OUT
B  OF SCHOOL ENENTUALLY.
WE'LL LOOK FOR A SPERM
DONQOR OR GO A CLINIC.
o o 2 o2

=2

(0]
N

i D G S
m(,/ 2

LIKE WHAT? BEING
ORILL SERGEANTS OR
DOG BREEDERS 7./

=
pu— el wy
— i 7

| DUNNO, HONEY... | GUESS

DEEP DOWN, PART OF ME

THINKS LEsPsolAus WERE
R OTHER

B UH... | MEANT... DON'T Yov

B THINK WE SHOULD WAIT TiLL
8 \'VE DONE SOME THERAPY 7
& How CAN | BECOME SOME-

You BETTER, §&
CLARICE, I'P [l
AY YoU' WERE_ [

\\

CREATED THAT'S DOWNRIGHT A , = {0
PURPOSES THAN RAISING . === ONE'S MOTHER UNTIL | . SR },P./",',ﬁ
N CHILOREN ! g | RESOLVE My OWN =N e 2

o 7 3 ‘N




@Lmr\lmc HAS BEGUN FORTHE ANNUAL
Ay X LESBIAN STqu CONFERENCE .

ONE ArterooN IN )
THE

(@omnTEES HaVE BEEN FORMED.
g o————m——
A =T

y l 7
i f 72
e [/
&
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@MRI(.E 15 ON HER WAY @Neﬂz, GRADUATE STUDENT (N ENGLISH, LEAVES HER

TNETo THE FIRST MEETING %F SECTION of FRESHMEN WITH SOME WORDs OF WISDOM...
ACESSIBILITY (OMMITTEE. QUIT WHINING 7 READING SOMETHING BY SOMEONE

MALE 15 NOT GOING ™ KILLYo !

‘ ///'4 VTS ey /

:F % ‘ ' I
FN> e
WE NEED TWO PEDRE TO TAKE THIS

WHEELCHAIR AND MAKE SURE THESE .
WORKSHOP LOCATIONS ARE REALLY IVE SEEN YoU

ZFS ACCESS\BLE. i . fi} AROUND BurweVE
E = ‘, P {_NEVER MET.

&3

A/ =) £
7 6 ? 3
?‘u.’“ ‘l‘w / A//I ﬁ <
“ 1(1““\..&(" '/ ~/ a

>/

XY R

W

)

//((“, W
(e

YUR TURN. '™

f A
GETTING BLISTERS: B WHAT ARE YoU SAYING,

B GINGER 77 BUILD RAMPS A\p

B THE WHOLE SCHOOL Woud

| B OVERRUN By BLACK

/|  COMMIE DYKES W
WHEELCHAIRS ! REALLY, Now?

J




LOOK, CHICA! THERE'S A GRQUP
§ OF LESBIANS MEETING TO TALK
] ABOUT HAVING BABIES. LET'S GO/
B MAYBE 1T WILL HELP YOUTO FEEL /2
e LSS SCARE D, e
— 3 RS

-
P

2 S 2\ /S —— —

i

aragise
©-l;%.3 ‘Alu IOrJ. : ‘ I L :

EVERY TUESDAY J OH, TOO BAD. TUESDAYS
NIGHT AT THE R ARE THE COMMHTEE
COMANITY B NIGHTS FOR THE GAY
L AND LESBIAN STUDIES
BCONFERENCE. /S A
WA o CON

g [}

7)7’:.

OH, OF COURSE. How SILLYRJ TONI, B REASONABLE? |VE
OF ME To THINK PLANNNG [l§ ALREADY COMMITTED MYSELF
A BABY COouLD TAKE ToTHIS?Z AND | PO WANT Vs To
PRIORITY OVER PLANNING I'f HAVE A BABY, BUT | CAN'T STAD
FOUR- DAY THIS CONSTANT PRESSURE !
FERENCE . % ' Iz A

[ FLIRTING? TONI, WHAT | AS TON| TAKEN LEAVE OF HER

GINGER, HUH P SHE

/AS FLIRTING 1S THE MATTER WITH ENSES ... OP>’I$ SOMETHING

TS ] By i | IEED O BN
A NEXT GRIPPI ISODE,
TOYOURN.’ T £-=-= =1 A pIs0

28



THE WORST THING I5, MY 1 KNow, HONEY. A
ABUELITA WAS THE CALL ME IF THEY alal
ONLY SANE MEMBER START TO DRIVE. You a’f—/i

OF MY ENT!RE. CRAZY. T WISHI

{ CouLD COME WITH |

J{ 23 BY ALISON BECHPEL

HAT ENENING, CLARICE ATTENDS A MEETING OF THE ACCESSIBILITY COMMITTEE.

WE STiLL NEED ANOTHER Si6N- B No, WE DON'TY BUT WE ALREADY HAVE A
LANGUAGE INTERPRLTER FOR K MARIA SAID K WomAN SIGNING. WE NEED
THE PANEL PISCUSSION, “LES- [F| SHE CoutDd i A MAN For PARITY, ESPE-
BIANS AND GAYMEN WORKING é D0 IT_p= CIALLY o THIS PANEL!
ORTb‘rAL TRAVESTY P’ = === L=

ﬂ@&m&&s DRAG ON..

BUT WE ONLY HAVE
ONE MALE INTERPRETER,
AND HES PaNG TH msu
ONLY WORKSHOP,

SUAL, SALACIOUS &SAF &
nJ ‘IHESAMG TIME - SLoT?

Y

1|
|

HN'

_...“l \‘ I

-\ 14 //’“

FTER AN APPARENT ETERNITY, =
THE MEETING ADJOURNS.

KU, STRANGER —] SURE,GINGER?) | g - MARRIED? THAT'S

AS
ARE WE STILL. ON LETS GET ) : F%THE'VZ?"BEENG
FOR COFFRE OUTTA HERE! . - , TOGETHER SIX YEARS,
’ SHE'S HELPING O
PUT ME THROUGH
LAW SCHOOL , AND
WE RE TALKING
ABOUT HAVING A
BABY... | WOUDNT
SAY WE WERE
L MARRIED, EXACTLY.

I'LL BE UPFRONT WITH YOU, UH... (CHOKE?) THAT CERTAINLY 1S UP-

CLARICE . ] THINK YOURE [ FRONT/ WELL, WEVE NEVER REALLY  [C SHE SAYS SHE'S P SHE REALLY IS
REALLY CUTE. [F YOURE NOT . HOT... NOTHING

AVAILABLE , I WON'T PUR- } THAT MEANS TS kIRoNG WITH A
SUE IT. ARE YoU AND TONI_ K ELF TE | (OKAY...RIGHT ?




‘M GLAD You CoulD (OME OVER &7, 8 | I'm 5p ATTRACTED o=
0. | REALLY NEED TO TALK TO HER? | CAN'T |
TO YoU... UH ... WHAT wouLD DESCRIBE (T..I1T5 §
You THINK (F | HAD AN / LIKE ... GRAVITY..,
\ FATE...DE

(©1988 By ALisoN Becupel  J) ”///l// =

(SHE FeetsTHE SAME Y HAT ABOUT HER? THIS Has NOTHING To | [ WHOA , CLARICE .. CLARICE?

TOWARD ME. WE WITH MY COMMITMENT To TONIZ IN ARE YoU IN THERE, OR
TALKED ABoUT FACT, | THINK IT Would BE UNHEALTHY HAVE You BEEN POSSESSED

/T LAST NIGHT. FOR QUR RELATIONSHIP [F | DIDN'T == BY AN ALl

ACT ON THESE FEELINGS FOR GINGER/
BESIDES, TONI'S STILL IN PUERTD RICO.

.. [ TR \p1 ) (Ve NEVER | [EXACTLY! T woutD B \[LISTEN O me, GINGER!)
YEAH, | KNOW SHES |NVOLVED B BEEN ONE To Dis- || WRONG- TO REPRESS THESE|| | SPEAK FROM
WITH.TONI. BUT | DoN'T WANT =9 COURAGE PEOPLE || FEELINGS FOR CLARICE! |} EXPERIENCE . IT5 NOT
To MARRY HER, | JUST WANT = FROM FOLLOWING == A ll A GOOD IDEA 1o

TO SLEEP WITH HER? THEIR. SEXVAL !_ GET INVOLVED WITH

'NCIEIUTA_TIONS; ”” ’ ‘ RIED WEN.' 7
v = L Z {
) —
E! Bk "'l,‘:::';"l
[ Al [ A % -
V & 3'"* -
__-.n'.\J‘ 4 PIH
(BUT Lois, THeY Re Noﬂ WE'RE HAVING DINNER To- T HAT EVENING..[— [ )
lggg 8?%2%?@’75 ’t\“c?HT' :ikzéﬁm“ SL':‘/OLC))LD ELF e %f’ o1/ GQUIEN LIAMS
O FOR ™ o i 2 i oy g
ADMIRE ABOUT CARICE .| ==\ SEDUCTIVED & £ ) [ |, Y TELEFoNO ZCTV Novio £
SHE DOESN'TJusT | EZ £ 2 INSES 7R
THEORIZE , SHE LIVES I i g ‘~ /
Z , 1] ‘ ' v, /




10N

| HOPE You kNOwW il
WHAT YOU'RE

PTELL HER WHAT ? }

A

CLARICE PEEN PDSSESSED BY AN
ALIEN? WHATS GOING ON HERE,
ANYWAY P/ DON'T TOUCH THAT DIALY




THEYRE MY ROLE MODELS,
HARRIET! JDoN'T THEY
REALIZE THEY HAVE A
RESPONSIBILITY -TO ME TO
STAY TOGETHER?P/

B §7< BEDTIME AT HARRIETS APARTMENTS..

1 JusT CANT BELIEVEY | DoN'T KNOW? SHE

AND TON| SEEMED
SO _HAPPY?

P

S A S

i3

T \MEAN, DOESN'T IT BOTHER YOU, HARRIET? )
MO, SToP. (T's 700 Pl EFFECT’ TH!'S OPPRESSIVE | TO SE€ AN ESTABLISHED, LONG-TERM |
HOT 1O RAVE . HEAT 1S CAUSING HORMONAL LESBIAN RELATIONSHIP --" ONE THAT You I
=1 IMBALAN(ES AND CLARICE !5 LOOK T FoR EXAMPLE AND INSPIRAT/ION -
= 3\§ :13\-_—_3;_ ONE OF THE FIRST VICTIMS? TO se¢ [T JUST BITE THE DUST 7/
f_/a\]/\))-f == T = /\*;A., S
oW
( -
L 7

/////////// N —/

MO, | THINK YoURE WELL, JEEZ... | MEAN, CLARICE
OVERREACTING- WHo SLEPT WITH GINGER WHILE TON| §
SAIDTHEY WERE WAS AT HER GRANDMOTHER’S i
BREAKING UP? FUNERAL’ How SLEAZOID B
R CAN You GET ? [T =

WHO WAS RECENTLY HOLDING «
FORTH ON How (OUPEHOOD SHOUD

BE ABOLISHED IF WE HoPe To REACH
OUR TRUE HUMAN POTENTIAL?? _

SEE ... UH..NO ONE,
AT THE MOMENT..

— -y —




g THE
IN-
TERRO-
GATION

P50, DID Yo HAVE. FUN
WHILE | WAS GONE ?P

SEEING YOUR

[PRETTY BAD. WiTH MY )
GRANDMOTHER GONE,
THERE WAS NO ONE TO
STOP THEM ALL PESTER-
ING ME ABOUT WHBN IM
GETTING MARRIED. THE
FUNERAL WASA CIRCUS.

— T
|RPORT
“I .AO oA

'V

I
N KNEW SHE WAS
LI FLIRTING VITH You!

7

| REMEMBER, YoU
R IAST || MADE A DATE FOR

YOU HANETHE

YoUurRE AT TRACTED
TO HER?

R T
JESUS, CLARICE..
| CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU'RE. SITTING
THERE TELLING

SO WHATHAPPENED?E
DID You KISS HER (7
GOODNIGHT ?!




N A (- Y\ ([ S0, cuarice ..ukien oo | | WHAT P? 1 Dion'T | (Wews, 1 Wisk IT WASN'T.
! > You PLAN 7O TELL TON | “CHEAT “ON HER,MO! || BUT THIS IS A SMALL
. p You CHEATED oN HER || AND BESIDES, IT5 || COMMUNITY, AND LIKE
) N A LONG NONE OF YoUR IT 0R NOT, OTHER PEOPLE
n ]| WALK WITH |y e#ts ¥ NESS! /| KNOW WHATS GaNG ON.
UARICE, MO | () * IT’s JUST NOT FAIR THAT

RELIES ON HER

5 ! INBorN TACT
% j { | Anp ADROIT
AP €T URE IR
i ESREREP. . A DELICATE A
\. k‘”’i“".“ 4'0 \sm... & }VI L""',‘y"ﬂl"\
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W &y ALISON Reg ) i ‘efo‘.:";.")' y

2P
OH, MO... SHE'S So HURT AND )| LISTEN, CLARICE. GIVEN | [ | KNOW... | HAVE TO TELL HER. ??{if‘i&’ e
UPSET THINKING GINGER (| THE SPEED NEWS TRAVELS | | (sniFF) OH, JEEZ, SHE'LL  Wedyg® You GAN SAY

INTHIS “TOWN, SHE'LL FIND THAT AGAIN 7
OUT SOON WHETHER

YOU TELL HER OR NOT.

AND [ JUST KISSED...
| CAN'T TELL HER

NEVER (scB) TRUST ME
NI whAT A MESS J

7%

ZEAPY>

e cn dtl2 /_/;///1/
= — — = S =
(=T = TON|, COMEON.! | KNoW YoURE IV A B

| FIND OUT THAT My HAPPY, LOT ofF PAIN, BUT You HAFTA LOOK AT BE=
SECURE, SIX- YEAR THE GRAND SCHEME OF THINGS !

1 RELATIONSHIP HAs BECN A LISTEN, THE ENVIRONMENT 15
TOTAL. SHAM AND (T’S POLLUTED BEYoND THE POINT oF
BAD NO RETURN...

W, TN, (T'S
NOT-THAT BAD!

NICKELS AND DIMESARE ALLOCATED W |AND WEVE GoTT0 SPEND THE | [ HAVING A ROUGH TIME (N GEE, MD...
FOR AIPS RESEARCH WHILE BILLIONS E| NEXT Two MONTHS BEING Your RELATIONSHIP THANKS .
GO INTO RADAR SYSTEMS fof B | ASSAWTED WITH HYPO(RIMICAL | | KinpA PALES IN | CAN ALWAYS

| HYPE As Two MORALLY BANi- | | COMPARISON, HuH P J COUNT o You

RUPT WRITE DOYS GEAR UPROR
FANCE

iz




B UH...| LLHAVE THE TRIPLE

= TASMANIAN DEVILSFooD

e

OCCASION OF
THEIR ALL
HAVING NOTHING | 38

BETTER ™

DO, QUR Y ) SV
HOUSEMATES | Ik A /””";’)J
GINGER, LoIS Y 5 & il N
§$PARR:NW : -l -
EVENNG | e :
L44) ToeemzR.
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( THoueT R [ | DON'T KNOW WHY You

GUYS EAT THIS STUFF |F

AND |

orr [l You ucre M You KNow 175 AD For Il (S0 eieer, RUN Y| SLiGTL ATED
CAFFEINE i ALLERGIC To B2 YoU? DON'T ComPLAN TO [ INTo CLARICE IN OUR BATH- \| HOW NONMONOGAMOUS
 GINGER! ME ABOUT YOUR HEAD- I\ ROOM LATELY...WHAT'S UP? R HER SCaNE W 5.4

JE CHOCOLATE =
=\ E .« ACHES AND INSOMNIA. 3

=7 T —c = & \\\: & "X
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[ AW, GINGER, THAT s Too UH- O LOOK OUT/ (T 5
BAD... [MSORRY. IN FACT,

I'M SO SORRY THAT |

WiLL NOBLY REFRAIN

FROM @AYNG | TOLD

| ACTUALLY, I'M_KIND OF
GINGER, WoMAN OF STEEL ... W RELIEVED IT DIDN'T
AND SHE 'S INWLNERABLE/ 3 WORKOUT. I'M SICK &
CMON, ADMIT IT/ YoURE @ TIRED OF RMANTIC

MELODRAMA . THERE ARE.
OTHER THINGS TO
=~ -7 :
Jr// -
1 p
Z )

YOU TELL HER, W YEAH, | FEEL KINDA )
GINGER?Cion,, | SPEEDY ... D' You

~

BUT | DON'T HAVE.
ANY REGRETS. LIKE
| ToLD You, | JUST
WANTED 10 SLEEP WITH

HER, NOT GET MARRIED.

YOUR PROBLEM, GINGER, IS THAT YOU'VE

SPARROW, You wouLD
NEVER WORKED THROUGH YOUR BREAK-UP

RECOMMEND A THERAPY

WITh PHYLLIS . You Shoud JON A THERAPY GROUP [F | HAD HEMOR- WE BETTER THINK THEY PUT
GROUP. ARE You GONNA FINISH THAT, LO? /| RHOIDS? NoPE, !MGOING §| HURRY HOME § SUGAR INTHE
= = N — |} TOTRY SoME 60D LD - /

BEFORE. WE. M BRAN MUFFINS
FASHIONED CELIBACY AND | § ! B LERE
FINISH MY THES\S 7
N, 7 —=

B (7
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Mo 15 iard AT WoRK
DURING A SATURDAY SALE
AT MADWIMMIN BOOKSS .

V' e vk A GROO-VF
«IND oFJ LOVE.Q y -

TRANKS , MO. THESE THINGS CAN BE SO
MESSY, WITH PEOPLE TAKING SIDES
AND NOT SPEAKING TO EACH OTHER.
To0 BAD CLARICE & | DIDN'T THINK oF
RE WE HOPPED IN THE SACK.

*§
Al ﬂ“m@"\\\\\

AL R S

HEY, GINGER! How

YA DOING! HAVIN'T |  KEEPING A LOW WANT 0, LIKE, |NVADE
SEEN YoU AROUND | PROFILE , THROWING 5’90& PRIVACY, BUT |
MYSELF (NTo MY UST WANNA SaY | KNoW

Hi, Mo. OH, I'VE BeeN

( [..UM, GINGER, [ DON'T

WORK, THAT KIND
OF THING.

AROUT You & CLARICE.,
AND | HoPC IT DoESN'T
GET INTHE WAY OF OUR
RBEING FRIENDS.

) — I~

i
ﬁ ‘_\\\
_/ ﬁ‘a" B
— OH, NOTHING ! | wAS JUST GONNA
i SAY You SHOULD CHECK OUT THE 7S%

OFF BOOKS (N THE RACK... WAY IN
THE BACK OF THE STORE...

““ 4. A
gli=s

CLARKCE! ToNI! ouT PP

SHOPPING TOGETHER? 138 | | WANT TO SEE THERE! JusT DUsTY oLe” | 1 CAN
THAT"s S0 NICE! S IF THERE'S ANYTHING || SCI-FI Books ANDBORING @ DECIDE FoR
50 DOMESTIC AND =| GOOD NTHE 757 || BIOGRAPHIES THAT NOBobY [ MYSELF (F
SETTLED! C'MERE OFF BIN FIRST. WANTED | THE FIRST B ITS JUuNK?
AND SEE MY WINDOW /== PLACE... JUNK , THAT 5 ALL —
== D‘SPLAY,’ e — T ',;; =
o=\ ", = 7z

- N
/n

B IV A MINUTE, MO.

OH, THERES NOTHING BAck

w3, ) Hi, CLARICE . THANKS FOR THE
M) TP, MO.. You GoT ALLKINDS
OF SURPRISES RACK THERE
I'M GonNA DISAPPEAR Now,
S0 YOU GAN ALL RELAX AGAIN. )

1%l N - ' Z
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CRSNAAR iz
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LATE ! TImE
TO GeT UP! [
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[ NOT GETTING UP TiL ISRAEL [l You'Re JUST GoNNA LIE
AND PALESTINE FIND A TWO- W THERE ® mAYBE A HUNGER
STATE SOWTION, AND STRIKE WOUD ATTRACT
15 PLETELY OVERTHROWN, || MoRE MEDIA ATTENT!

S "‘ \/ e ————

2SN L=

ON/

( GET UP? WHAT FOR? [
NOT GETTING UP UNTIL THEL: \J»/‘

BUT SWEETIE,

I'M SERIOUS,HARRIET? | JUST CANT DO IT ANYMORE.
L CAN'T GET UP ONE MORE DAy AND GO oJT
INTO A WORLD WHERE ATROCITIES ARE BE/NG
(oMMITTED EVERY MINUTE WITH THE TAXES [M

“«, __Y WORKING-‘TD PY.’ ¥

0/'I’; ,\' ” \ Yy = Z
@ 5 80 |
G

WHY SHoWD | BE A PRoDUCTIVE B3
R Of A SOCIETY THAT

A VERY

= ABSOLUTELY
= RIGHT/ [THINK
=) JOUVE HIT ON §

(YS! ps A CiTizeN OF A PRIVILEGED
COUNTRY, RENOUNCE THE POWER You HAWE
T ACTWELY DISSENT AND EDUCATE ! JUST
STAY (N BED/ THAT'LL SHOw THOSE
REPUBLICANS A THING OR TwD.

|

WHAT A MEANINGFUL._ WAY TO EXPRESS
YoUR SOLIPARITY WITH THE PEOPLE
WHO ARE SLEEPING FIVE —T© A MATTRESS
IN REFUGEE CAMPS AND SHANTYTOWNS
AND PRISONS? CAN | GET YoV
ANOTHER BLANKET BEFORE | LEAVE?

) (WHATEVER HAPPENED D BRIBANG
YouR. LENER. OUT of BED WITH
HOT BLUEBERRY MUFFINS




THANKS FOR STOPPING BY,
EMMA, AND SAY HELLO
O JEROME

”;/.
.o

B OKAY, TEZANNA.
B (T wAs NIcE SEEING
| You, ANDTHAVKS
| FOR YOUR HELP?

SN s T

Oh YEAH ? WELL SHE WAS SURE-
DOING SOME. HEAVY BROWSING
| | INTHE LESBIAN SEC;'toN.I

WHY NoT 2YOU'RE-
NOT SEEINC HER,
ARE YOJ P WHO IS

ME?! CouDN'T You SEE. B ABOUT T/ M
) ME LEERING ?) e gEm

NoNE OF YoUuR g
BUSINESS! B8l " SURPASSING THE LOVE OF MEN,”
PEg3 “LESBIAN SEX.. LOOKS LIKE YOoUR

Lots, I)m SERIOUS. STAY AWAY. ['VE

KNOWN EMMA FOR. YEARS NOW, EVER

SINCE | WAS A STUDENT OF HER HuS-
FRIEND 1S DOING SOME , UH. .. BAND'S. YOUVE HEARD METALK ABOUT BE=
RESEARCH == | JEROME, My BLACH STUDIES PROFESSOR?

- - ////Ip = o R N

v 7E

YEAR WELL... NOW SHE THINKS
MAYLE SHE'S A DYKE AFTER
ALL,.. SHE'S IN A VERY VUL- &8
NERABLE STATE, ANDTHE LAST ji
THING SHE NEEPS 15 YOU (OM - B8

ING ONTTD HER LIKE ATON B




WHY AM | DOING

THIS?! | R‘A"lrs
POETRY! [ MUST
BE REA

HEY, LOOK ! THERE S EMMA , THE
WOMAN | TOLD You ABOUT FROoM
THE BOOKSTERE! SHE S S\TTING
OVER THERE. WITH JEZANNAT

= "’//‘/7///
N\ )
///'ﬂ

4

Q
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SHES MARRIEDTD A ] <!
MAN, BUT JEZANNA SAYs || SomeE oF
SHE'S JUSTCOMING OV T

ISN'T SHE HOT?? &

WHOA! SHES... SHES

STARING RIGHT AT MES
CAREFUL, LOIS, DoN'T LOSE
YoUR COOL! ‘

_ MAYBE | GAN MAKE
k SOME EYE (ONTACT.

YOURE SUCH A
PHILISTANE, LOIS!
TLE

YEAH, SURE. SITTING AROUN
WITH A BUNCHA PSEUDO-
DERSTAD wrar SOV
To YN AND WHAT
WACKO POET (5 EMOTING
ABOUT HAS ALWAYS BEEN
MY 10EA OF A GOOD TIME !

...OF YOUR NAVEL. / THE EXPANSE
OF YouR. BELLY /A BEACH AT DAWN... [I}

—— —_

OMIGOD! WAS THAT A WINK 2/
DID SHE ReALLY JUST WINK
: ATME?

B/ WELL, You ON'T CALL
THAT POEM DRY AND
? INTELLECTUAL! SHE

BUT MY OPINION
OF POETRY READINGS
HAS DEFINITELY




@Eke she (5! Wity

§ LOIS, YoU SAID JEZANNA TOLD
TezANA OVER BY

You To LEAVE THIS WOMAN
ALONE! | DONT THINK SHE'S
GONNA TAKE KINDLyTO You
FORCING YOURSELF ON THEM!

i

. :Eixcmsb 114

A STEAMY
BoUT OF
OCULAR

FLIRTATION
DURING A
POETRY READING,
LO(s SEEKS
oUT HER

INAMORATA
AT THE

AFTERWARDS.

WELL JEZ, I THINK TS = Mkl CHARMED. [ EMMA.
ALWAYS |MPORTANT TO | P8 | DoX'T BELEVE ) PON'T You WORK WiTH
| TRY NEW EXPERIENCES . | [4 TEZMINA? 'VE SESN
IT KEEPS LIFE EXCITING, ‘// You AT
DON'T You AGREE? 4 ‘ V<

ety

OH. HI, GINGER. HI §
Lols. | NEVER
THOUGHT I'D SEE
YOU AT A POETRY
READING.

MEETING YOU HERE! You
kNow My HOUSEMATE

(oM Wy, yEs? 100 Work N

WITH JEZANNA. [MTHE M\ OH! WeLL,..ITHAS ITS
MOMENTS . UM...\WHAT
__Po You pbo? -

Lois, YouRe A CLERK!
LISTEN, EMMA, | REALLY
HAVE “T0 GET HoME AND
WALK MY Do6. LETS GO?

{  OH/UM.IMNOT

Y AN AloHoLiC ...

| 1 JUST HAUE A GLASS

.} OF WINE NOW ANDTHEN
AT, You know, RECEP-

\ TIONS ANDTHINGS! _

DON'T WORRY. | WON'T" )
ARREST You. THAT:
A LOVELY EARRIN

EMMA! | HATE TO [RAG You |
AWAY LIKE THIS, BUT IF WE
DON'T LEAVE RIGHT NOW, I'LL
HAVE -0 FACE FIFI'S REVENGE.
NICE SEEING You, GINGER! G

N\

I'tL SEE YOU AT WRir
TOMORROW. WE RAVE
Some SERIOUS
CONSULTING To DO




JEZANNA, THE MORE You

YEAH, | DO KNow HOW Lois Is?
TELL LOJS TD STAY AWAY

THE AVERAGE LENGTH OF HER
RELATIONSHIPS 15 THREE
§ NIGHTS! ) JusT DON'T WANT

= = -\ -vn"
ii&;%,’;% ‘ 8 |
] 7] 25, “1
ta.al

| DUNNO, JEZ. EMWA SOUNDS
LIKE SOMEONE WHO AN
TAKE CARE of HERSELF.

/Y]

"/ ll {
oy
R WY iR\ [ 2,
e
e
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MAYBE. THE OTHER THING- IS, _
{ JUST DON'T WANNA GET STUCk E
IN THE MIDDLE, Y'KNOW? IM
T0O OL) foRTHIs EMOTIONAL =

TUG-OF-WAR STUFF. ===
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AFTER ALL, | KNEWw JEROME FIRST. WHEN | 60T 10 (OLLEGE

I'D NEVER MET A PLACK ACTIVIST BEFORE. HE POUITICIZED

ME! AND |T WAS THROUGH HIS CLASSES THAT | EVENTUALLY
CAME OUT. | JUST FEEL A CERTAIN LOYALTY TO HIM.

» —~
S\
Y =
v

UH-OH. DoN'T Look Now,
YENTA, BUr THINGS JUST”
YOUR.

IT'S NOT THAT | PoN'T SURDRT
Y I DAMNED 2 L CoMMA”
UT (M IF | M GONN,

PLAY MATCHMAKER

S

Y

Loox ON THE BRIGHT SIDE/
ACCORDING T YOUR STATISTICS,
1T SHOULDN'T LAST MORE TRAN

HELL-BENT s MoRE LiKE |
IT, GUESS | JUST GOTTA
LET NATURETAKE IT5

WHAT G You Do ?
THEY SEEM PRETTY

WELL...IMNOT A
GAMBUNG KINDA

{GHTS?

TNREEN




LOIS, I THINK YOURE A e
VERY ATTRACTIVE- WOMAN
AND I'D LIKE T SLEEP

UM, JEEZ, EMWWA... D Lma
TO SLEEP WITH YouT0O0...

1 DIDNT MEAN D SHOCK YoU. (TS JUST THAT
I'VE SPENT SO MUGH OF My LIFE DOING THINGS FoR

IM JusT NoT USEDTO WOMEN || OTHER PEOPLE ,..NOW THAT | KNOW WHAT |
BEING SO DIRECT, ¥’ KNOW? [\ REALLY WANT, | DoN'T WANT TO WASTE ANY TIME,
| MEAN, THERE ARE CERTAIN S ————= 3 = =
FORMALITIES WE USUALLY P

GO THROUGH !
Ny,
Y

D...\’%
AN

: UH... JEZANNA ( YES, JEROME AND | HAVE JUST || UK-HUH, RIGHT. | [ IM JUsT BeEe
MENTIONED SOMETHING  l | SEPARATED. My KiDS ARE 12 AND [[i DUNNO, EMMA.... | | HONEST, Lois. |

« B ABOUT you HAVING AHUBAND B | 18. TAMES 1S STAYNG WiTh KIS || SUPDENLY FEEL
= ANDTWO KIDS ... SEPR | FATHER AND AMELIA IS AWAYAT [ LIKE IM (v A

= e -

S = HOOL. SHE'S A LESBIAN T00. /| PLAY. ARE You
R AN ERSST) [ilizZo%

< o) X 1"” "%

S 3 ;7 Q
N NS
sz?!t'\ &

Ny
Ay !

WS D %ﬁ? Fﬁ‘\/j/‘ y D )\
~—— ] 7 ) .

'&\\\\\\& \i A y ’,‘ J

e

i

7 0'CLOCK, DINNER AT MY 70°CLoCK .
NEW APARTMENT P HERESTHE || SURE... UM...
) ADDRESS. | HOPE PIZZA’S
= %f}lj IMNOT SET UPTo @OK

L




LISTEN, Ybu MAY BE YOURE ABSOLUTELY
OLDER

Than ME, BUT RIGHT | DoN'T

YoURE NOT My MOTHER. | KNow WHAT | WAS

THINKING. HERE.

B2 NICE FOR ME T0O.
|CE ME

B UM ... (TWAS REALLY

AS MUCH AS EVERYONE
THINKS . ANP THIS TIME.
hWAS DIFFERENT, KiNDA .

(OH? WeLL,LISTEN. .1
HAVE A Bl6 PAY TOMOR-
Row AND ) NEED TD GET
SOME SLEEP. ALONE.




“TONI, ONE MORe NIGHTON
“THWAT COUCH AND THE
DAMAGETD MY SPINE
wiLt BE PE

AW, ToNI T THIS
15 so NICE? you
FEEL SO 600D’

You TOO. WHAT HAPPNED
To VS, CLARICE @ WHERE
DID WE 60 WRONG?

OKAY, GET IN. §
| MIss You TOO.

= & ‘,,‘

WELL, LEMME S€€,,. | THINK OH, 15 THAT RIGHT? WELL AS | TONI, | WAS FEELING SO
EVERYTHING STARTEP To 60 RECALL, EVERYTHING STARTED PRESSURED ABoUT MAKING 1 UNDERSTAND,
WRONG WHEN YOU DECIDED TO 60 WRONG WHEN YOU WERE. A COMMITMENT T YoU... @l BUT | CAN'T
WORKING ON THE CONFERENCE. SLEEPING WITH GINGER B LIVE LIKE THAT;
MORNING, NOON, AND LET s NOT WAS JUST A WAY T
FORSET NIGHT, WiH GINGER! BLOW OFF SOME STEAM!
S 7, -~ - o/ . p=

Do il &

YEAH! 1vE CiveN T A | SLEEPING om?e

WHAAAT ? | LOT oF THOUGHT ! | WANT | COUCH HAG DONE || SHOULD WE WEAR GOWNS oR TUXEDOS?
ARE You | USTD HAVE A REAL, TAN- RERMANENT DAM-|| WE CouD EVEN GO oN' A HONEYMOON..
SERIOVUS 2 } GIBLE COMMITMENTF A | AGE. TO YoUR

I KNow, ME NEITHER.
IN FACT, |'VE BEEN
THINKING MAYBE. WE
SHOUD... UM ... YOU
KNOW... GETMARRIED -




TO BE LOSING
MY TOUCH.

/"ROTTEN. | SEem ]

7

h— =] NO LURID
3 TALES OF
SEDUCTION

R FOR ME
THIS TIME 2

TG

)
=~
///
Q
.

\

RIS

Bl You WERE DROOLING OVER
LAST TIME 2 OLDER,
MARRIED?

{'\/EAH. WE HAD
ONE DATE. PizzA

AND SEX ON

WELL, | COULDA DONE
WITHOUT THE ANCHOVIES,
BUT SHE ORDERED BERRE
| GOT THERE.

\

DON'T You THINK [F SHE
DOESN'T WANNA SEE ME
M SHE (ould AT LEAST HAVE

My FACE? D'You THINK

NCHOVIES ON YouR
RST DATE? KINKY!

[ SHouLp CALL HER?

ON SECOND THOUGHT, CALLING |{ \WHY DONT you SEND HER
HER MIGHT NOT BETHE MESSAG
WISEST OPTION. BUT WHAT
CAN| DO ? | CANT STAND
This, SUSPENSE?

g

... SO, LIKE, HE KEEPS
CALLING ME. | DUNNO WHAT
“TO DO. WHAT Woub You D02

TELL THE PATHETIC JERK TO

GET LOST. BELIEVE ME, HON,
YoU CANT MINCE WORDS WHEN
YOURE tRYNG o DUMPSOMEONE,

([ HILEMMA! HAVE A SEAT, I'LL BE

WITH YU IN A MINUTE!  LOIS,
DON'T JUMP LIKE THAT WHEN IA
TRIMMING YoUR EARS ! .




A a |

SURPRISE.

PREME COURT @

4
’
7
Z

{astg=T v
PIZZA

ITS JusT THAT IVE KIND OF B8
60TTEN INVOLVED WITH A
6ooD FRIEND oF MINE.

| OH THAT S OKAY!

R (TS5 NOT LIKE | WAS

§ WAITING AROUND
OR ANYTHING.

YEAH! THEN AFTER SLEEPING Wit
ME. You WENT AND SEDUCED YoUR
FRIEND AND NOW YoU'RE BomH MADLY
IN LovE. SWELL.. GLAD | ColLD HELP.
AM | INVITEDTOTHE WEDDING?

(" 1'VE BEEN IN LOVE WITH HER
FOR OVER A YEAR. SHE'S WHY
| AINALLY LEFT JEROME, BUT
| DIDN'T knlow' How/TO
HER...

(1

(Lois, (T5 NoT LIKETHAT: | WELL (T THAT
YES, | FEEL A PRIMARY PROGRESSIVE.!

BoND WITH DORGTHY, BUT | OUTFOR Twb MONTHS AND
I'D LIKE To SEE YOU Now | ALREADY NONMONO!




LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT, | (BursueD LKE | WELL.. [ PREFERTO SAY
EMMA SAYS SHE'S INVOLVED v A = | ©See YOU [ ‘MORE CASUALLY.’
PRIMARY RELATIONSHIP WITH . ON THE SIDE.

How CAN YU EXQHANGE | LISTEN? JusT BECAUSE
INTIMATE BODIY FLUIDS| You AND HARRIET
WITH SOMEONE AND INSTANTLY MERGED

| IDENTITIES DOESN'T
MEAN THAT S THE ONLY
WAY T Do THINGS !

Lols, |F | LIKE SOMEONE So Muck
{ WANVA Be INVOLVED WITH HER,
THEN | WANNA BE INVOLVED W TH
HER, FER GODDESS’SAKE! NONE OoF
THIS “SECCNDARY RELATIONSHIP

=

i BuT NOTHING! YoURTIME'S NoT | [ SO WAATY mavee
YOUR OWN? AND I'VE NOTICED| | | LIKE CHECKING
THE PRoNOUN  WE® CREEPING WITH HARRIET!
INTO YOoUR VOWBULARY AN maYee | LIKE
SAYING WE!

[l YEAH, SURE! You CAN'T
HARRIET AND | HAVE BB £VEN GO0 A MOVIE
PERFECTLY HEALTHY (/] WITH ME UNLESS YoUCHECK
= WTH HARRIET FIRST/
; UM... EXCUSE ME... | WFUL LOT LATELYY

okay LoisT LET W um.. T HELP LIKe YouRS 1 |[ListeN, I'DLIKE™ [ AWRIGHT! KEEP YER
EMMA JERK YOU | MAYBE AN GETON CA BUYTHIS BOOK iF SHIRT ON?

AROUND! I'M  fyouaaws | TV! ALLYou Do [l IT's NOT Too Muck
& [TIREDOFTRYNG | HEP ME | 15 PREACK !
% | TO HELP YoU! THEN, B\ e= 7y
TR\ s

.‘1 _/
, & \\ﬁ
I / \ \ ',\_’—’
S/ L e
\ D) l// A A’"




( ) ( How ABOUT EARLY SPRING 2 " 0R WE COUD WAIT FOR | WiLL You STOP2WE |
. @ ok JUNE! JUNE WouLd BE OUR EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY | HAVEN'T DECIPED YET

J
A\ﬂg“ﬁ] i AT e e AL
< SN ’ ) g

p

WELL IVE Y CLARICE, EXCUSE ME I | SEEM HESITANT.
DECIDED. | | ONE MINUTE YOURE HAVING AN AFFAIR AND LYING

WILL YoU IET 6o OF THE ALL RIGHT, I'M
THING WITH GINGER ? IT SORRY. BUT WHY THE
WAS NOTHING! DOESN'T | SUDDEN URGE TO GET
THE FACT IVE BEEN IN | MARRIED? A CEREMO-
THERAPY WiTH YOU FORSIX | NY WON'T MAKE VS MCRE
MONTHS COUNT FOR ANYTHING

WHAT YOUR | IN WHITE SATIN AND SWEAR EVERLASTING
NOGAMY (N FRONT O KNOW.

d’

‘ {
AN
(N AR

WHY Mimic IT?
WE WON'T EVEN
GET A STATE- ,
APPROVED TAX LOVE. [ IS SoME KIND OF TICKET
: gr——==| 70 ETERNAL SECWRITY,

NoO. FOR You IT's ABOUT )

(1T’ A RITUAL, | (T JUST HAS o Mavy NEGATIVE
FEAR . YoU THINK A

“TONI /! IT MEANS | CONNOTATIONS . MARRIAGE 1S
PUBLIC RECOG - | ABoUT PROPERTY TRANSFER AND

NITION oF OUR CREATING STATE- APPROVED
RELATIONSHIP?

PRESENTS?’ WNELL
WHY _PIDN'T You

IT’s NoT JUST
ABOUT SECURITY,

TONI... THINK OF |

THERE . You GoT”
YoUR PLBLIC
RECOGNITION .




- @L R | Wew, mo...You came T AW, JEZ, 1M SICK RTIRED | (BECAUSE EVERY TiMe
OUT To YOUR PARENTS | OF COMING OUT! LIFE’S You DON'T COME OUT,
LAST YEAR. WHAT'S HARD ENOUGH WITHOUT You LET SOMEONE GO
Irs YOUR NEXT STEP HAVING TO TELL THE ONTHINKING THEY
JEZANNA'S GONNA BE.? J PLUMBER YOURE A LESBIAN.| | DONT KNOW ANY GAY
ANNUAL s AT WHY KNOCK OURSELVES oUT?){ PEOPLE! IT MAKES
COMING , T Eme——Typ US INVISIBLE!
. ouT ‘ SRS -
/0 PARTY,
AND THE
GANG'S
ALL
J HERE !

o989 69 "
(__BY ALISON BECHDEL }

) ([ PON'T WASTE YOUR BREATH, JEZ. SHE'S
GOING THROUGH SoME WEIRD REACTIONARY

BUS/NESS WHO | | BUT IN THIS CULTURE BETTER, WAY TO COME OUT

SLEEP WITH/ | YOURE PRESUMED ™ BE | [ PHASE. FRANKLY, I'M WORRIED. SHE TO OUR FAMILIES THAN BY
IT’S A PERONAL| SLEEPING WHHTHE OP- || JUST LET HER GREENPEACE. MEMBERSH (P ANNOWCING OUR
MATTER! | POSITE SEX INTIIL LAPSE, AND SUBSCRIBED TO MS, INSTEAD. /{ COMMITMENT CEREMONY!
- _QT))' 2 = =, - —=| Sk
e _3 v_f.)\)( V’ 5 ;
<V C' «
L e ST
< -/ 3

(WELL, UM.... | 'VE DECIDED
THAT YES, | WOULD
LIKE T GO oUT WITH

YoU CASUALLY. No
STRINGS ATTACHED.

LoiS! | WAS HOPING |

YEAH, THAT ’s WHAT WE
You'D BE HERE] I'M

THOUGHT. BUT MY FATHER
REFUSED TO COME WITNESS
A" (RIME AGAINST NARE

"

AT LEAST MY FOLK'S 1

SENT US A GIFT-TWO

SETS OF TWIN-SIZE
SHEETS. I :

T, o)

! R
a / '. / . // -»§_\\-_
(OH,GOOD! T'p LIKE You || OH. REALY?
TOMEET My PRIMARY ll SHE'S A BIT
PARTNER DOROTHY! [ YOUNGER THAN
HoN, THIS IS LoiS!

—

N (T wAs JUST GOOD HOSTESS
TECHNIQUE. BELIEVE ME,
2| |F THIS WASN'T MY PARTY,
1 I’D HAVE GRABBED A
= FRONT ROW SEAT.

How NICE T SEE You ALL
GETTING ACQUAINTED! LOIS,

COULD YoU HELP ME IN THE
: EN FOR A MINUTE?

v

‘1
i< o

7 !

i




i

C LARICE AND

TON| ARE JUST
RETURNING
FROM THEIR
SUPPORT GROUP
ForR
LESBIANS IN

TICULTURAL
REATINSHTS.

SHEESH! (F THATS SUPRRT,
| DONT THINK [ ENVER WANNA
See ANTAGONISM!

OH,CoME ON. EVERY.
ONE WAs VERY SUPPORTIVE... B
EXCEPT TANYA, OF i

=1
=
A

=,

DO YouTHINK SHES RIGHT P
ARE WE JUST MAKING A PATHETIC BID |
FOR APPROVAL FROM A RACIST, IMPER- &
IALIST, MISOGYNISTIC, HETEROSEXIST B BEING A C.PA.7 \T NEVER
SYSTEM THAT wANTs To DESTROY  F BOTHERED YU BEFORE ! <

EVERYTHING STAND FOR 2/ ; :

CLARICE, TANYA SAIp THE

f EXACT SAvE THING ABoT You Tl Y e
GANG To LAw SCHOOL AND AE

e

......

7 youve BEEN PESTERING Wy | JUST WANNA

W ME FoR MONTHS ABOUT HAVING ' MAKE SURE You
A COMMITMENT CEREMONY... | B REALLY WANNA 60
FINALLY AGREE, AND NOW YOURE B THRoUGH WITH IT.

ORI

WITH T -Too!

YES, / DO/ AND
AFTER ALL THIS,
YoUuD BETTER WANT
0 GO THROUGH

W OKAY, ORAY... A5 LONG AS
YOURE CERTAN I35 THE
RIGHT THING...

Rast 7 Ve S

I'LL BEYOUR

LAWYeR IF
el YoulL BE MY
ACCOUNTANT.




... AND THATS WHAT My ﬂmfms)
MY FAMILY WS DYSFUNCTIONAL!

OW!HARRIET,
THAT TICKLES?

e

NMY“I::S%\MYA THIN?

B Y ANXIETY STEMS
FROM RePRESSED ANGE

P AT MY MOTHER ...

»

j YOUR HANDS HAVE
‘BEEN COLD FoR A MONTH ?
£  DID You TELLYOUR

THERE'S BEEN ANY SEXUAL

ACTIVITY IN TH(sS

W
\

\\

AR

n\‘i:\\

WHADDAYA MEAN ©
WHAT ABOUT THAT NIGHT
WE HAD ARTICHOKE

WELL JEEZ, HARRIET/
WHADDAYA WANT ? | MEAN, A
LOTS BEEN GOING ON FOR ME

=| \LATELY, WHAT WiTH THERAPY AND

ALL... | JUST DONT FEEL 4

I KNOW THAT, MO,
ND | VE BEEN TRYING

WELL CAVT You, THAT'S NOT THE.

BUT WE ARECIOSE!

THEN WHY DO | HAVE

LIKE, TAKE ARE Y POINT! | WANNA | WE'RE RIGHT NEXT |{ THE DISTINCT SENSATION THAT

BE CLOSE To You! &

YoUR THERAPIST IS LYING
HERE BETWEEN US? 4




WHERE ARE IT’s EMMAS BIRTHDAY.
YOV OFF O, SHE'S HAVING A FEW FRIENDS
LOVERGIRL 2 OVER FOR CAKE. D'YoUTHINK
- - > IRISES ARETOO_%RSTATED? e
7 3 N N Z
B s — © 6\{% O\\
L /‘ -
— == I ,é (

LOIS. COME IN!
THE OTHERS JUST
ARRIVED!

. BUTIFSHEDID IM YEAH,
SURE WED AU CONDUCT W RIGHT. WEL-

UH...YEAH, A TEN-
SPEED. THIS IS JUST
A FASHION STATEMENT,,

LOLS, I THINK YoLVE
MET My PARTNER, DOROTHY,
AND THIS 1S MY EX-HUSBAND

JEROME A ;

WERE OUTIA VASES, MOM.
V'L JUST STICKTHEM (N




MM stars IN

WHERE ARE YoU SHOULDA WAITED TiLL
THEY ? My ST|R- FRY B THEY GOT HERE T0 START COCk-
IS RUINED/ ING. [RECALL MENTIONING
J, SOMETHING D THAT EFFECT
; ABUT 40

YEAH, WELL T WOULDN'T HAVE
BEEN A PROBLEM |F THEY SHOWED
UP WHEN THEY WERE SUPPOSED 0.

RI2 MMM.... LISTEN, I'M SORRY WE RE HeY, T JUST waNTED
SMELLS Good/ HI CLARICE! LATE. WE,UH.- LosTTRACk of I A QUICKIE/ YOU'RE THE
WHATS foR HiTON| ! TIME. TONI SORTA SEDUCED mMe | ONE WHO SUGGESTED WE
b, DINNER ? WHEN | GOT HOME FRoM SCHOOL - TAte A FOAMING LAVEN-
i Eoas DER LOVE BATH!
)
he | O =
. 4

OH, GREAT! MO, FDR GODDESS SAKE? | MEAN, YoU'D EXPECT THIS
THEY WERE MAKING WILL YoU TRY AND BE SORT of IRRESPONSIBILITY FROM
LOVE WHILE. My CIVIL? LeT 60 OF THE SOME LOVESICK NEW COURLE! BUT ALL OVER AGAIN

STIR-FRY EVER SINCE WE

STARTED PLANNING

70U GUYS ARE W A RESFECTABLE,
LoNG-TERM RELATIONSHIP) You'ge
SUPROSEDTO HAVE SEX ! Z=
- :

 CHHRS STIR-FRY!

" 9
l\‘\' ‘x\‘
1,

o ]’Jh'\ /,é: |
(ﬁ%}y’j& NS

HARRIET! I
AT BELIEVE
YOU'RE DISCUSSING
THIS IN FRONT OF

COMPANY/

CouLD IT5 okay.

MO, WHAT 1S
: WE JuT | THESE LIMP, GREY
EAT,

THE PROBIEM ? JUST
BECAUSE WE RE NoT HAVING
SEX DOESN'T MEAN
N> ONE ELSE AN/,




—

WHAT T DONT GET 1S, PROMISING
SOMEONE YoULL NEVER SLEEP WITH ANY- ¥
Bopy ELSE, FOREVER . TALK ABOUT TERMWALLY
TEDIUM! 1D GoSTI !

RCRAZY/

WELL M SERIOUS. |
THINK PROMISING 0 BE EXALUSIVE
OPENS UP A WHOLE NEW WORWD

oF POSSIBILITY AND ADVENTyRe
AND INTIMACY.

Yo KNOW, MO, UNDERNEATH
THAT HARD-LINE ATTITUDE
| THINK. You're BEING JUST

PLAIN HETEROSEXIST! 2=

WHAT, ME
\ HETEROSEXIST ?

A
P

Bk 0
THE MONTY

TNE BACK
> oMWy
ALY

Bk

EVELYM C.
IMAUYE, E£D.

WALEUS pregs {

d E

-7

A

| DUNNO, LOIS. | ENVY
CLARICE AND TONI. MAKING

WHOA! Lotk ouT,
Lois? JEZANVA's

mw ‘

| MEAN, GRoss/

Y/ >
¥l <o

WELL I THINK THEYRE CLINGING

-To AN OBSOIETE HETEROPATRIARCHAL

CONSTRUCT ... MARRIAGE 1S ABOUT
OWNERSH P AND DOWRIES ANDSTUFF 2

CAN YoU THEYRE EvEN
IMAGINE ? EXCHANGING
RINGS , AN YoV
BELIEVE |T? :

AT

YOURE RESPONDING JUST
LIKE YoUVE BEEN PROGRAMMEDTD !
TWo WOMEN LOVE EACH OTHER AnP
WANT To AFRRMTHAT LOVE PUBLCLY,

50 You TRASHTHEM FOR IT!

A REALLY PoLiTicALLy
CORRECT PERDN WOULY
SUPORT THEIR COMMIT-
MENT WHOLEHEARTEDLY?

A COMBINATION

. WATER - SAVING SHOWER

{'M GIVING THEM A
@PY OF My PERSONALLY
RESEARCHED CATALOG OF
FEASIBLE LESBIAN SEXUAL
POSITIONS. GODDESS KNowls

THEY'LL NEED IT. WHAT

MOP

| DUNND. | CAN'T DECIDE BETWEEN THE
Conprete DONNA REED SHOW VIDEOASSETrES
AND THE T-SHIRTS “THAT SAY 'HERS”




“THAT 5 THE SPIRIT,
GINGER. PUT A BRAVE FACE
ON IT WHO KNowS® MAYBE
YULL CATCH THE

t/%w'«ue.'narrdkrw BETWEEN MO

DETER) SOMETHING You WEAR EVERY DAY’
AL IINY OIATING UARICE & TTONI ARE RLEDGING THEIR

| FEELSTUPID §
INTHIS? 1M
JUST GoNNA WEAR
My STRIPED

O~
J e Bic oay HAS ARRIVED. Y o HowziT =7 HoN, ONE MISGUIDED RoLL
= FEELTO BE GOING IN THE HAY WITH CLARICE HARDLY
fl 0 YUR LD FLAME'S £l MAKES U5 O FIAMES. | THINK SHE

WEDPDING?

AND TN WILL BE VERY HAPPY
AND 1 WiSH THEM WELL.

| STIL DoN'T GET 1T
THEYVE MADE IT EIGHT
YEARS TOGETHER? WHY Do
THEY FEEL THE NEED T

OBSERVE THY A£51S_URD.

Yoy 0 COME , MO,
WHY DONT you TUST
STAY HOME [N YOUR

STRIPED SHIBT AND

2D USED
THINK | LOOKED
CUTE ( JeANs.

een

,gf»!o OUR BETROTHED (OUIE IS BREATHLESS W™
ANTICIPATION AS THEY FREPARE FoR THEIR GEREMONY .

:
5

SORRY BUT SOMETHING CAME (P
AND WE. HAVE T LEAVE TOWN/!,

-- W SHIT | FoRGOT.
ABOUT THE FIVE WELL, | GUESS WE'LL
GALLONS OF BABA JUST HAETD G6




QUASHED THERR
LAST MINUTE.
RELUCTANCE,
OUR STARRY- EYED

BRIDES Now FIND

THEMSELVES N
THE BACK YARD
SURROUNDED BY A

NIB o LINVEA STENSON

5| LOVING CIRCLE
¥ OF THEIR NEAREST .
=<l AND DBAREST? ;
87 NN
© 1990 By ALisoN BECHDEL . A N/
OVariovs FRIENDS OFFER ("1 JUsT WANNA SAy | LovE Y BoTH LIkE SISTERS. ) [ WELL | A HARDRESSEDTo THINKOFA |
AFEIRMING TESTIMONY ... MAYBE THAT'S WHY | 6IVE You 50 MUCH SHIT ABoJT Mofe RADICAL ACT THAN TWo CoRAGEOUS
[ Persoituy, | cavr ReAy | EING YUPPIE SELLOUTS AND LHy | SINCERELY HOPETHAT [ | WOMEN CHALLEGING THE POWERS THAT

IN Your WEDDED BLISS You Donl'T ABANDON “THE STRUGGLE
OF RADICAL LESBIANS OF (ALOR AGANST THE
IMPERIALIST PATRURCHY?

8 By PUBLICLY CELEBRATING THEIR

T Bctpuice BRIV LESBAN RELATIONSHIP, HERE'S D YoUR
GOLDEN ANN

BUT | Wish You LUKK. AND IF IT
DOESNT WORK ouT, You Bont
HAVE My NUMBER, RIGH T ?

I, ANTONIA ORT1Z, CHOOSE You, .. TD GROW AND CHANGE WITH
UARICE CLIFFORD , As my LIFE YoU, To GIVE AND RECEIVE, T
PARTNER, i BoDy AND S0UL. | PROMISE  SHARE OUR J0YS AND SORROWS, AND
o TRUST AND BE TRUSTWORTHY... To HONOR OUk DIFFERENCES.

»@cew\onm BROOMSTICK 1S JUMPED, THEIR FATES ARE SEALED WHH A Kiss... AND THE BARBECUE BEGIS!
/ u o

“fofy PUPS ... ENOUGH \
MUSTARD AN Yo CAM'T TEL
THE DIFFERENCE-

x>

S




vdérek The MEMMHILE...
LAST REVELERS INSPIRED By
DEPART, ouR QARICE A TONI’S
NEWLYWEDS ROMANTIC VOW
UNPLUG THE PHONE. OF (DMMITMENT,
AND RETIRE TO Mo R HARRIET
THEIR ARE DETERMWED Td
MATRMONAL FUTON FAN THe
IN SEARCH OF FALTERING
NEW HEIGHTS
N OF THER. OWN
LACKLUSTER
LoVE LIFE!

AL RIGHT,
ALL RIGHT. I'LL

COULD WE, LIKE, SLow DOWN P
YouU AWAYS 60 RIGHT FOR My BREASTS-
How (OME. Ya) NEVER Kiss My HANDS
, OR ANYTHING ANYMORE ?

HEY, DIDJA KNOW YU HAVE
IN YbUR EYES? THE A ZIT oN YoUR SHOULDER ?
PUPILS ARe S0 DILATEDR, L o=

VEAH,W./:%AS
“THAT WAS UNBELIEVABLE VA'*‘, D Psyc

i SIONS AND

4| | FELT LIKE | WAS IN SMATANEOLS




( LEAR ™E DLCKS ! YEAR, CLARICE &TONI'S . o . \F I wArtep 3 § DONT LooK NovJ,éur
MO’S HAYING COMMITMENT CEREMONY WAS YEARS BeTWEEN [ HERE COMES MO, AND
REALLY A TURNING POINT FOR ME ., I /|| RELATIONSHIPS, I IT LooKs LIKE SHES

| REALIZED (T BEEN] 3 YEARS SINCE AR I'D..IDBE A
B\ PHYLLIS, AND DAMMIT, I hy
Ll lqaps WANTAGIRUFRIEND! £ I
@ ~Ved )~ \

MO! NWE TA SEE | DON'"T KNOW WHAT GREAT, HUH? ALL '
YA? CoME ON N AND [ THIS COUNTRY 1S CoMING To 7 '\ (-THAT HaoptA ABouT OUTING
VENT YouR SPLEEN/ / DID YU SEc THE PAPER P THE Co- |\ SEEMS TO BE HAVNG

| MEAN, WHAT KD OF MESSACE
ES AN OPENLY GAY RIGHT-WING

FoUNDER OF THE NATIONAL . CONSERVATIVE. Send-To THE
7 Z REVIEW TUST CAME OUT? P OF AMERICA > LOIS ?
/ \ 7/. N\, N\ ‘7 7,
I \
- \
W% FI o\ )
\»JooF

OH YEAH? LIKE
THERE (OULD BE A

CMON, MO. SURE,
T DISILLUSIONING,

WHATLL IT BE NEXT ? WELL... LIKE
GAY CLA. AGENTST LESBIAN THE BUMPERSTICKER
CORPORATE. RAIDERS P QUEER , WE ARE

FONDAMDVTALIST EAc,Hst P BB  EVERYWHERE.

s

® o a0
JENE
OR PERHAPS THE AW, QUIT YoUR
NUCLEAR REGULATORY ALREADY NG !T|| BELYACHING AND

COMMISSION (UL GET OVER IT, MO.
DECIDE T REC/CLE AT LEAST YOV
LOW -LEVEL RADIOACTIV) VE A

WASTE NTO CONS
PRODUCTS




{ t/ﬂo HAS DROPPED (v ON HER PALS FOR
A HIT OF NETWORK NEWS ...

| CAN“T BEUEVE THIS CoUNTRY TWER€

ON THE BRINK OF WORLD WARTIX JUST So
WE (AN KEEP DRWING OUR Bl6 FUCKING

.. AND So BUSH AND His BLOODTHIRSTY
BUDDIES IN THE DEFENSE BIZ GAN PLAY
‘WHOSE 15 BIGGER' IN THE PERSIAN GULF,
AND PROVE THAT WE NEED EVEN MORE
MONEY FOR. MILITARY SPENDING !

1 \
CARS -0 THE BIG FKKING MALL! S O g N
= e = - Qj { Uc =
AL @ & . >/
N s o : 5 ) -
4 i ;:r 7]
©1990 By ALISON BECHDEL

AND LOOKIT THIS! THE MEDIA DoN'T EVEN
QUESTION WHAT WE'RE DONG OVER THERE !
THEY JUST WHIP EVERYONE INTD A FRENZY
OVER ‘PROTECTING THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE’
AND CALL SADDAM HUSSEIN "HITLER® TO

BOOST THEIR RATINGS !

| Just DON'T GET (7! (NSTEAD OF
EXPLORING ENVIRONMENTALLY -SoUN D ENER6Y
SORCES, OR RAISING OU PATHETIC FUEL-
EFFICINCY STANPARDS, WE'RE PREPARED @
To KILL FOR THE LAST DRoP oF ol [T, | ==
ON THE PLANET! IT5 INSANEZ? V< T)1=

~\V\, /.- s -
- \ " o& %
“ »1' i
*‘~\|-N]
> P
N

- VN
28 () @\

IT5 TYPIcAL ADDICTED BEHAVIOR . WE RE

A NATION OF OIL JUNKIES, TOTALLY SELF-

DESTRUCTIVE AND WILLING TO Do ANYTHING +oR

A FixX. WERE LIKE A HUGE DYSFUNCTIONAL

FAMILY, (F YbU ASK ME, WHAT -TH!S COUNTRY

NEEDS 1S A GOOD 12-STEP PROGRAM
3 /

E2N

Just WAIT: NEXT
THEY'LL START DRILLING
UP THE WILDLIFE REFUGES,

2

1B
‘| VA
W/ Nidg'

GINGER,, HOwW GAN YOUTHINK ABOUT
SEX AT A TIME LIKE THIS? MADMEN
ARE APOUT TO DESTROY THE EARTH! 4

~
-~ s

CAN YoU THINK OF A BETFER
TME ? | DON'T KkNow ABOUT You,

GIRL, BUT | WANNA HAVE A G-sPoT
2. ORoASM  BEFORE ARMAGEDION HITS.

= s XL - 77

PUH'[EEIE:

SAY, HAVE YoU
SPARROW.

GUYs AL FOUND
YoUR G-SPOT 2 .




./ﬂo’5
BEEN
STRANGELY
PEEVISH
EVER SINCE
SHE PROPOSED | f
COHABITA- | |
TioN

TO
HARRIET....

LIVE TOGETHER , THE. PLASTIC

HARRIET, IF WERE GONNA

You

PAPER BAGs! 1P
DoN T 00 KNOW -

THE

TRASH BAGS HAFTA GO.

g ' ﬁi}f
e

= A

How THOUGHTLESS OF ME, SAY, LET'S NoT THROW UM.. WHILE. WE RE AT IT, IS THERE
Mo! YOURE RIGHT, AS OUR GARBAGE QUT AT ALL! T2 ANYTHING ELSE | AN Do T BECOME
USUAL / o LETS BUILD A COMPOST HEAP SOCIALLY RESPONSIBLE ENOUGH
UNDER THE. SINK 7 = To LIVE WITH You ?
g \4 —————
> 7. =
= o = £
NS 280 N\ A <o
: X\Z /l ~ P
1 . ~— !X._. >
4 \ 4 z \ \
= \ 77/, X - % -
Sy , £ 4
5 H N~ = T > —

CHANGE My BRAND OF DEQDORANT ¢

GIVE UP MY OCCASIONAL CHEESEBURGER ?

Toss oUT My VIBRATOR P WOULDN'T WANT

TO WASTE ANY ELECTRICITY, NOow
wWouD we ?

WG

WELL |T SOUNDEP LIKE AN ULT)-
MATUM 10 MET AND YOU KNOW WHAT ?
YoU DONT HAVE o WORRY ABOUT WHAT |
DO WiTH MY 6ARBAGE. BEGAUSE I'M
NOT MOVING (N Witk You !

YouU DON'T HAVE TO
GET HOSTILE , HARRIET!
| WAS JSUSTMAKING AN ECO-
LOGICAL SUGGESTION.!

TAUNTED,
HARRIET,
LKE A

SKILLED
MARTIAL
ARTST,
DEFTLY

HONES IN
ON HER

OPPONENT S
WEAKEST
POINT ...

. > 4 -\\V‘)

ballop ™ (655

g | s U
DON'T You JuDGE ME,

You... You SNIVELLING,
SELF- R\GHTEOUS UTTLE...

— s

z Y%}C;}
0 =
R

} ENOUGH TO

vV

STRIKE ?
0



%ARRIET'S
CRUEL

EPITHET HAS
RENDERE D

MO
SPEECHLESS...

|OH, HARRIET, JEEZIZ !
I’ SO SORRY? 'Ll CLEAN

IT UP2 'L NEVER PO IT AGAIN/ §

LACHRYMOSE
HERDINES

THIS SOGGY
STATE OF
AFFAIRS ?

ODDESS
KNOWS...UNTIL
OUR NEXT
POIGNANT

| ErisovE |




7 o™ NO K|DDING ! A TOAST ! T0 MO AND
Jouowmé HER Y WELL ... (ONGRATULATIONS! HARRIET? MAY THEY LIVE LONG
t r FIERCE FEUD AND n HOW, UH..EXCITING! 3 AND HAPPILY ;DG.,SSEK’ AND MaY
THEY HIRE MOVERS So | DoN'‘T
ageou SU&SEQUE&T,&S” R HAVE TO HAUL THEIR SHIT UP N
COURAGEOUS COUPLE WTHREE FLIGHTS OF STAIRS/,
SEEMS MORE. DETERMINED &/
THAN EVERTO W
ort une ENTER INTO THAT
RAPTUROUS CONDITION
KNOWN AS
.J DOMESTIC
L @5 mrNeRshp!
© 1990 BY ALISON BECHDEL

SO WHAT GIVES ? MUST You SHOUT, CH
LAST I HEARD, YouTWo CLARICE? WE, UH.. I WE HAD GREAT SEX.
WEKNTSEgW' HAVING WE DID SOME M | THINK WE WERE

- x ] &

PROCESSING. JusT GOING THROUGH

HARRIET, JEEZ!
D'You HAFTA SHARE OUR

INTWMATE CONCERNS WITH
> DR.RUTH Here ?’

ANYHOW, WE WERE.
WONDERING IF YouTWD (ouULb TELL US
YOUR SECRET. | MEAN, YouVe BEEN INVoLvEp
FOR E{ GHT YEARS, Youve LIVED TOGETHER
fOR SIX ... AND YoU'RE STILL INLOVE !

| DINNO How WE Dp

{T... WE JusT UkE BEING

B WITH EACH OTHER ... WHICH

ISN'T To SAY IT'S ALWAYS
EASY

.: 2 /)
w10y

vy e

“You WILL DISCOVER
' NEW INVESTMENTS W AN EXOTIC NEW SEXUAL-TECH-
WE COULD GIVE YOU, BUT THERE 5 =g CAUTIOUSLY. ” NIQUE WITH THE HOT LESBIAN
NO QUCK SERET TO SUCCESS.” IF A 04, GREAT. 4B WHo JUST STARTED WORKING
YOU WANT EAsY ASWERS, 3| BB - IN YOuR OFFICE.’
P>, CHECK 0UT YUR COOKIES. :




Jd/ HELL NO! WE WON'T GO
CRISP WE WON'T FIGHT FOR AMDCO?
AUTUMN
AFTERNOON
FiNDs Oug
HEROINE
OUTDOORS,
VIGOROUSLY
EXERCISING
THEIR. FIRST
AMENDMENT
RIGHTS.

HERE D ALL THEse
BEAUTIFUL WOMEN

GINGER. SHE ONLY HAS EYES \,
FoR \ET Now THAT
THEY Re Mom‘/ee IN

— WELL THIS 1S JUST A :
7 WILD GUESS, BUT MAYBE IT HAS
NEVER SEEN ANY OF THEM | SOMETHING 10 DO WITH The FACT
AROUND BEFORE ? THAT YoU HAVENT REMOVED YOUR
- NOSE FRoM THE GRINPSTONE TOR

/o Her THIRD
A ROTATION THROUGH

> | CAN'T BEUEVE You Two! =
WHY DIDNT You) JUST STAY HOME AND |F | CANT 0GLE, | DoN'T
WATCH THE VIDEO DATING CHANNEL 9/ WANT T BE PART of
WE'RE HERE TO SToP THE MILITARY BuitD- /I YOUR ReVOLUTION .
UP IN -THE PERSIAN GULF, NoT To < ;
OGLE WOMEN 7

A TiP O THE h‘JIB‘W EMAA GOLDMAN




EMMA, WE VE BEEV
GOING ALONG LIKE THIS FOR
MONTHS AND MoNTHS! |

Look, Lois. | TOLD You
ABOUT DoRoTHY WHEN THIS WHOLE
THING STARTED. OUR AGREEMENT IS THAT | IiP
] DON'T SPEND MORE THAN ONE NIGHT,
A WEEK WITH YoU, AND.. .

.IT5 NOT
NEGOTIABLE

Ahe

—
MMM ...] REALLY ‘
CAN'T, HoN. DOROTHY
AND | HAVE PIANS TO
\ GO SHOMING.

SPEND SATURDAY WITH
ME! PLEASE ? JusT
- THIS ONCE.

SHOPPING?! you caN
Do THAT ANY OLDTIME!
COME O A DEMONSTRATION] WITH
ME, INSTEAD. ITLL BE Mugy
More PRINCIPLED.
—ad T~

= N7

NOT UNTIL THEY $ToP
BEING SHOCKED, WERENOT
IT'S HIGH TIME PEopLE JusT
GoT VUSED To Us/

Lols. ARENT WE
BEYOND SHOCKING THE
D, BOURGEOISIE ?

S0 SHOVE IT INTHEIR
FACES? 1M SORRY, BUT
THATS JUST NOT THE MOST
EFEECTIVE WAY To WIN
ACCEPTANCE.

ANDSHOPPING
IS? BESIDES, | WANT
MORE THAV ACEPTANCE!
| WANT ResPECT!

TS NOT PROVOGATION! N
IT’S EPUCATION! A KISS-IN
IS A VISIB<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>